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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH E following A^ccotmt of 
Nova Scotia owes its Birth 
thiefly to his Majefty's gracious in- 

. isntion to people and fi^e {hat 

• Coimtiy, a Refblutioh truly Worthy 
of a Pnnce ^ho rhakei the WeHai^ 
and Ptofpierity of ms Subjeds thi 
csonflant Rule of his G6ndu<St. 

I H A D alfo this farther Iriduce- 
fnent to the Undertaking, as I don't 
know that any Thing of the like 
kind has hitherto appeared iii pub^ 
liek ; and I flatter myfelf feveral 
Paflages will be found in it tvhich 
jnay ferve to throw fome Light intb 

\ thi$ Branch of the Englijh Hiftorjr. 

* In executing the Planj befid^ 
ft/' ©wii ObfcrvaUoasy \ WNt ins»^ 




^e Preface.' 

ufc of all iucli Helps as could 
be procured, but am particularly 
indebted to the Hiftory of Neva 
France^ lately publifli'd by Father 
Charlevoix, 

My firft Defign was to accom- 
pany the Defcriptions with a gene- 
ral Map of the Countiy, and parti- 
cular Draughts of the moil remark- 
able Bays and Harbours in it. But 
as the intended Settlers are now on 
their Departure, I chofe to publifh 
it without the Charts ; this Ac- 
count being drawn up in fitch a 
Manner as to be ufeful to thofe Peo- 
ple in jfumiihing them with fome 
neceflary Knowledge of the Coun- 
try to which they are going ; and 
they will, at the fame Time, fee 
what Succefs they may juftly pro- 
mife themfelves in their Settlements, 
and Trade, if their Induftry be an7 
fwerable to the Advantages which 
SM:e laid before them^ 

THB 




THE 

HISTORY 

AND ' 

GEOGRAPHY 

OF 

N O F A SCOTIA. 



COMMERCE is defervedly fo 
much the darling Objeft of the Na- 
tion, that any Prcpofal to improve 
it, never foils immediately to draw 
tlie Atteiuion of the Publick ; and the Au- 
thor, whoever he be, if his Plan be duly 
conlid^ed, and well dige{^ed, does not only 
merit, but is iure to receive the Thanks ana 
Ajtplauie of all his Fellovi Cyu-zj^c^. 
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Among the various Methods that have 
been at any time thought of, for enlarging this 
great Source of Power and Opulence, the 
fettling of new Colonies has in the general 
always been marked out as one of the prin- 
cipal and moft defirable. But then it muft 
like wife be acknowledged, that fuch an Un- 
dertaking is no trifling matter. On the con- 
trary, no fooner do we turn our Thoughts 
upon this Subjedl, but feveral Articles of 
prime Moment prefent themfelves in View. 

Firft of all, it is apparent, that any Enter- 
prize of this Nature will neceflarily be at- 
tended with great Expence ; large Sums muft 
be advanced before it can even be entered 
upon, much more before the Defign be in 
any tolerable Degree compleated. Here the 
Queftion will occur, What Returns may be 
expelled ? What Advantages are there in Pro- 
Ipcdl to balance the Rifque, 

In the next Place, the new Settlers cannot 
be infenfible, that they will have many Diffi- 
culties to ftruggle with, a great deal of La- 
bour and Pains to be undergone, for fome 
Years after their firft Entrance upon unculti- 
vated Lands. Thefe, therefore, will natu- 
rally want to be fatisfied what hopes there 
are of being compenfated for all their Toil 
imd Trouble. 

But 
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But this IS not all : In any Propofal of this 
Sort it is highly rcquifite to confidcr, in what 
Manner, and how far, the projedled Trade 
in the new Settlement, may afFed either the 
Confumption of our own Manufadlures at 
home, or our Commerce with other Coun- 
tries abroad 5 and efpecially, a regardful Eye 
muft be had to our own Colonics already 
cftablifhed in any Part of the World, We 
ought to be well apprized how far it may in- 
terfere with thsir Intereft, or help to advance 
their Welfare , fince the true Policy of any 
Government is feen in nothing more confpi- 
cuoufly, than in xiiftributing its Influence to 
thefe feveral Branches under its Care, in fuch 
Proportion that each may receive its due 
Share of Nouriftiment without prejudicing the 
reft 5 and that the Returns upon the Whole 
may center in advancing the Strength and 
Power of the Mother-Kingdom, who firft 
gave Life and Being to them all, and from 
whom they continually derive their Pro- 
icftion and Support, 

Laftly, as increafing the Strength and 
Power of this Kingdom ought to be the prin- 
cipal Thing in . View, and will be the necef- 
iaiy Refult of every well- projedled and fuc- 
ccfsful Scheme of this Kind. Upon this Ac- 
' count, it muft be expedled that our Ncv^w 

bours wiJJ continually look mOci ^ \^^o\m^ 
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Eye upon Its growing State, and not be want- 
ing to let all their Engines to work, in order 
todiftrcfe, and, ifpoffible, to crufli it before 
it arrives at Maturity. 

Upon the Whole, nothing can be more 
obvious, than that no juft Eftimation can be 
Lid, nor any clear Refolution be given to all, 
or any of thefe Points, without a fufficient 
Knowledge of the Country in queftion ; 
whofe Situation, Climate, Soil and Produce 
muft bp fairly fet forth, as well as the Com- 
modioufnels of its Ports, Harbours and Rivers 
juftly and impartially reprefented, together 
with an Account of fuch of its Cbmmodi- 
ties, as are of its own Growth proper for 
Exportation, as alfo what foreign Commodi- 
ties the Soil and Climate may be kindly for 
producing. 

With this View is drawn up the following 
Account of Nova Scotia : A Part of the 
World as yet but little known to the Gene- 
rality of People here. • For this Reafbn I 
prefume a Defcription of it will not be un- 
acceptable, eipecially at this Jundure, while 
•we lee a Scheme on foot for the better 
peopling and fettling that Country ; fince;^ 
every Reader will hereby be qualified to. 
judge for himfelf of the Policy of this Step, 
as well as of the Prudence of the Mea 

iiire& 
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fares taken in order to carry it into Execu- 
tion. 

NOVA SCOTIA in its full Extent 
comprehends All the Land between the Gz- 
nada River and the Ocean, ftretching from 
N. W. to S* E. a little above lOo Leagues i 
and from N. E. to S. W. about So Leagues, 
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence^ to the River 
St. Croix. The Whole extending from 
4.3^ zd. to 49^. 30^ Lat. Nor, and lying 
between tlie Meridian? of 63''. and 74^ 
Long. Weft from London. 

It is fituated between Bojion and New^ 
Joundland^ nearly at an equal Diftance from 
each, and not more than 100 Leagues from 
the ferthcft. By this Situation it may ferve 
as a middle Port to both,, and be of confide- 
rable Ufe, as'WelL in fupplying them with 
Provifions and other Neceflaries, as in pro- 
viding a iafe Retreat to Ships in cafe of 
Strefe of Weather, or other Accidents at 
Sea^ at all Times j and in cafe of a War, 
it may be look'd on as bringing the other 
two nearer together, by which means they 
will be better able to aflift each other, either 
ip defending thcmielves or attacking the Ene- 
ifiy^ Add to this, that the Iflahd of Cape 
Breton is hemmed in between Nova Scotia 

and 
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and Newfoundland^ and lies, as it were, in 
the Mouthy which is formed by them. 

In order to make a particular Defer ip- 
tion of the Country as clear as poflible, it 
will not be amifs to confider it under three 
Divifions, into which it feems naturally to 
caftitfelf. The First of thefe contains all 
that Part which lies between the Bay of 
Fundy and the River of St. Lawrence^ The 
Next includes the whole Peninfula by the 
French called Acadie Proper. From the 
Ifthmus of which, the Third Part extends 
itfelf Northward as far as the aforementioned 
River, being bounded on the Eaft by the 
Gulf of that Name. 

As in defcribing this Country there will be 
frequent Occafion to mention the Bay of 
Fundy y it will be proper to begin firft of all 
with that, ^hii Bay ioxm% its Entrance at 
the Ifland Manane^ near the Mouth of the 
River St. Croix^ from whence it extends its 
Channel N. E^ 60 Leagues into the Land, 
feparating the Weftern from the Southern 
Divifion, or the . Peninfula, the Ifthmus of 
which is formed by the Bottom of it, where 
it nearly meets the Bay of Verte from the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence on the oppofite Side. 
The ?ay of Fundy is 1 5 Leagues wide at its 
Entrance^ with which Width it ftretches 30 
Leagues, where it fends off a Branch to the 



( IS ) 

S. E. which forms the Bay of Minas^ after 
which the main Branch is clofed into half 
the Width at Cafe Cogmtou, from whence 
this Part takes its Name. The Tide is ex* 
treamly rapid, rifing from 24 Feet at the 
Entrance of the Bay, to upwards of 60 at 
the Hekd of this Branch. 

The River St. Croix, the Weftern Boun- 
dary of Nova Scotia^ where it borders upon 
Sagadehoc, or King^s County, in the Province 
of the Maffuchufets, is not confiderablc 
enough to deferve a particular Notice on 
any other Account 5 except that it difcharges 
itfelf into the Bottom of a curious Harbour 
called r Etang, or the Pornl, from the Still- 
nels of the Water, whofe Surface is always 
fmooth and unruffled as a Pond, owing to 
the Highlands, by which it is fccured all 
round from the Wind, the Entrance .into it 
being deep and narrow, but not at all . dan- 
gerous. 

Near this to the S. E. lies the fmall Ifland 
Manane, which ferves Ships failing from the 
Weft on this Coaft for a Land-Mark to the 
Mouth of the Bay of Fundy. About three 
Quarters of a League's diftance from this 
Ifland to Seaward, there is a Rock which is 
rarely fecn out of the Water : Upon this 
Rock there was once difcovered a Stone of 
the Lapis Lazuli, which being broke off ^tA 
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brought to Europe, w^as valued by the Con- 
nolflcurs at 50 i, . per Ounce. 

There are three inconfiderable Rivers, and 
a fmall Harbour or two, betwixt this and 
St. Johris River, which lies about 18 
Leagues down the Bay, on the North Side. 
This is by far the fincft River in the whole 
Province. Its Channel ftretching near 40 
Leagues into the Heart of the Country, 
.tibcre ipreads itfelf into three Branches, 
which range up into fb many Places near 
the Borders of the Canada River, into 
.which the Indians^ by Means of fome Car-^ 
riage- Places *, make a Shift to pafs this 
Way in their Canoes. 

Each of thefc Branches is navigable by 
fmall Craft ?for 20 or 30 Leagues from 
.the main Channel, which (at 40 Leagues 
Diftance from .the Mouth) opens to the 
Width of half a Mile, with Water enough 
to carry large Ships all the Way, and run- 
ning with a gentle Current through a pleafant 
Country, affords an eafy and lafe Naviga- 
tion down, very near to its Entrance j but 

there 

• This js the Name which the Indians give them. They 

arc ^/tf ^^i of Land lying between the SJpring-Hcads of two 

Rivers, over which they convey their Canoes not without 

M good desb\ of Trouble, thefe Places being often 8, lo, and 

foincdmes 12 Miles acrofs. Howevci^ ^ i\vu Me^us. rhey 

fnverfe the Country from the Bay ot Fund> u^\>\\\^\N^t^ 

fo^uc^rc, the capital City of Cajiada. 
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there the Banks almoft clofing, leave only a 
very narrow Gut, not above a Piftol-Shoe 
over, virhich there is no paffing except at full 
Tide; at all other Times there is a great Fall, 
which at Low Water makes a Etefcent of 
more than 20 Feet. In failing up this Streight^ 
you muft take great Care to keep to the 
Right, without coming however too near 
the Shore, which is lined on each Side with 
Rocks. The Mouth of the River is formed 
by an Ifland, near which ftands a Fort with 
two or three Habitations about it, which 
commands the Harbour 5 but this is fo fmall 
as not to afford Room for three Ships to lie at 
their Eafe. About 30 Miles up is a Village 
called Jemfetj which was formerly inhabited 
by the French j as was alfo another Village 
about the fame Diftance from this higher 
up, where they had like wife a good Fort 
called Nexoaty the Governor being obliged 
to refide here during King Williams W^ar, 
bat returning after the Peace of Ry/wic^ to 
Port Royals both thefe Villages were left by 
them to the Indians. The Mountains rife 
at a great Diftance, leaving a Champaign 
Country for many Miles on each Side of 
the River, which is very apt to overflow its 
Banks. 

About the Diftance of a fmall Cannon 
Shot from the aforementioned Gut, up the 
River, the Bank opens iuto a Ct^^V wt.-^^ \o<:> 
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Paces in Circuit, in the Middle of which 
'ihcre was fometimes feen a large Tree float- 
ing, which maugre all the Force of the 
Tides and Floods fteadily kept its Poft, and 
ftanding upright, feemcd to turn upon its 
Root as upon a Pivot. However this was, 
fo far is certain, that a kind of fupcrftitious 
Worfhip was paid to it by the Indians ^ who 
hung it round with the Skins of Beavers, and 
Other Animals; it was alfo deemed an ill 
Omen when it chanced to be under Water, 
and could not be feen by them as they 
pafied in their Canoes along the River. 

Upon thefe Reports of the Indians^ Mr. La 
Tour (whofe Charadter we (hall fee in the 
cnfuing Hiftory) went in his Longboat with 
fix Pair of Oars to the Place, and coming up 
where it flood, fattened his Cable round it, 
and fet all his Hands to work in order to force 
it away ; but all in vain, the miraculous 
Stump mock'd their utmoft Efforts, and could 
not be difpoffeffed of its Station, notwith* 
flanding the Sloop had the Advantage c^ the 
Current. 

I allow this in itfelf is a very idle Story, 
and befidcs the Phenomenon, if true, when 
ftripped of fome Circumftances which Super- 
. ftitioo has hung upon it, might eafily be ac- 
counted for in a natural Way ; but at the 

fktno 
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^ame Time it lets us into the Difpofition of 
the Savages, and is a remarkable Inflance of 
the artful Compliance of the French to the 
Humour of thefe People ; and in that Light 
I hope the Reader will not think it foreign to 
my Purpofe. 

From St. John's River, for 40 Leagues 
down the Bay, the North Shore is rocky^ 
mountainous, and full of Precipices, and the 
Tide which was rapid before, being now 
confined within a narrower Channel, in the 
Branch Chignitou^ pours along with great 
Noife, and an impetuous Torrent, rendering 
the Navigation both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous. On this Account, tho' there are 
two navigable Rivers, befidps feveral fmall 
ones on this Coaft, yet the Inhabitants are very 
few, and the inland Part very little known 
by us. 

The Bottom of the Bay opening itfelf a 
little wi^er than the reft, is called the Bafon 
of CbignifoUj or Beau-baJJin^ from fomc fmall 
Refemblance that it bears to the Bafon or 
Vafe of a Fountain. Upon the Verge of 
this Bafon, on the North Side, ftands Chi- 
dapouchtj upon the Bank of a navigable Ri- 
ver of the fame Name. The Place is rea- * 
fonably large, confifting of about 60 or 70 
Families, who fubfift themfclves chiefly by 

C 2 ^S&i»K|^ 
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Fifhing and Hunting. This is. the laft 
Town in the Weftern Dhijion of the Pro- 
vince. 

From Chidapouchi the Coaft of the Ifth-» 
mus is full of Inhabitants, who arc fettled 
in a String of Villages, that extends to the 
River of Chignitou^ which has a very nar- 
.l^ow but deep Channel. Upon the North 
Side of which, and about two Leagues from 
its Mouth, Hands the Town of that Name, 
and forms the Frontier of the Southern Di- 
vifion^ or the Feninfula^ the Ifthmus of 
which is no more than two Leagues acrofs at 
this Place. Chignitou is a largeTown .containing 
about two hundred Families, and is fituated 
on a healthy Spot, having an extenfivc Open- 
ing to the Weft of beautiful large Meadows, 
which being interfperfed with final I Vil- 
lages on the Banks of feveral navigable Ri- 
vers, the whole makes a very agreeable Land- 
fcape. All round the Bottom of the Bay, 
and on its Southern Shore, are large Trafts 
of Marfli Lands, which is the Reafon why 
this Side is better peopled than the other. 

About 50 Miles S. W. from hence ftand 
the Town and Parifti of Cobegnutty at the 
Entrance of the Settlements of the Frenchy 
who have ipread all over this Part of the 
Peninfula^ tor feveral Leagues, round the 

Bay 
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Bay of Minas to the Town of that Name. 
Thefe People, who have always efteemcd 
thcmfelves independent on the Crown of 
Great Britain, and ft ill live in Hopes of fee- 
ing France once more reftorcd to the Poflef- 
fion of the Country, have continually, as Oc- 
cafion ferv'd, made ufc of this Place as a 
Poftern Door to carry on a fccret Correfpon- 
dence with their Countrymen at Canada^ and 
the Ifland of Cape Breton, and in order to 
facilitate a Communication, which is fb ne- 
ceffary and ufcful to them, a Road is opened 
•from hence fifty Miles crofe the Country to 
Telamagoucbe, on the Eajlern Coafi. 

Minas lies about 50 Miles S. W. of Co^ 
begnuit ; ' and with regard to the Number 
of Inhabitants, is by fair the principal Place 
in the whole Province. The Town itfelf is 
not fo confiderable, but if we take in theVil* 
lages and Farm-Houfes that lie eight or ten 
Miles about it, and are all within its Di- 
ftrift, the Number of the whole does not fall 
much fliort of four Hundred Houfes 5 and as all 
of the fame Generations always live together, 
it is common to find three or four Families 
under the fame Roof, if we take them on 
an Average at three Families in a Houfe, 
and five Perfons in each Family, the whole 
Number will amount to fix Thoufand. 

Th. 
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Carriage- Place, pafs from thence to Prolpe<9f 
Harbour near /^ Heve^ on the South Coaft : 
By the fame Conveyance they have alfo a 
PafTage from another Branch of this Bay to 
Cape St. Marie ^ on the fame Coaft, not far 
from Canfo : I have before taken Notice of 
the Road from Cobegnuit^ at the Bottom of 
the Bay, to Tetamagouche^ on the Eaft Coaft : 
And there is a ready Way by Water crofs 
the Bay of Fundi to St. Johris River ^ and 
to the Coaft of the Weftern Divifion. Thus 
a Communication is opened from this Place 
to all the three Coafts of the Province. But 
after all, t;hefe Settlements among the Marfties 
arc very much fubjeil to Fogs, and not fo 
healthy as other Parts of the Country. 

The Bay of Minas is about 1 6 Leagues 
long, and in the Middle, near which the 
Town ftands, it is four Leagues in Width j 
but being in the Form of a narrow Oval, its 
Entrance, at Cape MinaSy is not above a 
League a-crofs. Some Mines are faid for- 
merly to have been difcover'd hereabouts, 
which gave Occafion to the Name. 

About 70 Miles S. W. from Minas ftands 
Anapolis Royal^ the Metropolis of the Pro- 
vince. It confifts only of a Fortrefs^ de- 
fended by three Companies of Englijh^ and 
fome Auxiliaries from ISIew England. It is 
jGtuated about fiye Miles from the Mouth of 
>. the 
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the River which bears its Name, where the 
Bank is elevated above 60 Feet above the 
Water's Level. The Fort is Stone-work, laid 
out in the Form of a Square with four Ba- 
ftions, and mounted with 40 Cannon. The 
Ramparts are of Earth, defended with 
large Stocks of Timber towards the Fofle. 
There is a Battery that commands the River, 
and no Danger is apprehended on this Side 
from any Attack by Ship Guns, fince the Tide 
is fo ftrong as to hinder them from mooring 
at a proper Diftance from the Bank to do Exe- 
cution. But towards the Land it ftands on a 
Level with theChampaigneCountry, and there- 
fore is more exposed on that Side, and might 
cafily fir'd by Bombs from any Part, as all 
the Barracks and Magazines are of Wood, 
except that for Powder, which likewife, tho* 
built with Stone, is fcarcely Bomb Proof. 

The River extends itfelf in a very flreight 
Courfe Eaft, almoft as far as to Minas^ and 
is navigable by large Ships 30 Miles into the 
Country, which is inhabited on each Side 
by the French^ who are fettled in feveral plea- 
fant Villages among the Meadows that lie en 
its Banks. There are reckoned to be about 300 
Families of them, who are all aw'd by the 
Neighbourhood of the Garrifon into good 
Manners, and a peaceful Behaviour, not 
daring to (hew that ungovernable and refrac- 
tory Spirit which poflHTcs the reft of thelt 
■ Countrymen in thefc Parts. 

D ^V^ 
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The Harbour lies Weft of the Town at 
five Miles diftance. The Beauty, Safety^ 
and gradual Declivity of its Banks have got it 
the Name of the Bafon of Annapolis^ by which 
Appellation it is ufually diftinguilhed. This 
Bafon is about a League and a half in Lengths 
and near a League in Width, is well {hclter a 
from the Weather, and has Anclioragc in 
good Ground for the moft Part from twenty 
to five Fathom, and hot lefs up the River as 
far as the Fort. The Road to which for 
Ships is on the North Side of the Bafon^ for 
a fmall Ifland called Goats IJland^ lies at 
the Mouth of the River fo near the oppo- 
fite Shore, that the PaJJage on the South Side 
is almoft imprafticable, and on that Account 
is called Fooh Paffage. Near this, to the 
South, lies a Sand Bank, or Shoal, two Miles 
in length, and half a Mile broad. Two 
fmall Rivers run .into the Bafon on this Side, 
which is rocky and mountainous. On the 
S. W. lies a moderately large . Creek, from 
whence, by Means of a Carriage -Place about 
three Miles acrois, the Indians have a Way 
into the bottom of the Bay of St. Marie ^ 
which opens on the Weft Coaft of the Pe^ 
ninfula. 

The Paflage into this fine Bafoa, which lies 
on the North Weft Point, is fometimcs called 
St. Georges Channel^ but is really a very dan- 
gerous Gutt about a Mile long, with half 

Ihit 
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that Width, in which the Tide rufliing with 
hoiftcrous Rapidity along a rocky Shoar oa 
each Side, fomctimes baffles the Skill and Care 
of the able ft Pilot, cfpecially if he be catch'd 
in the Eddy or Counter -Tide, in Foggy 
Weather, which is very frequent hereabouts. 

From the Gutt of jinnapolis the South 
Side of the Bay of Fundi extends fifteen 
Leagues to the N. W. Point of the Penin- 
Jula at Cape St. Marie. This Cape forms the 
Entrance into the Bay of that Name on ih? 
Weftern Coaft, already mentioned, which has 
two fmall Rivers, and feveral Harbours of 
little Confequence before you reach Poboucou^ 
which is a navigable River, and has an In- 
dian Village on the North Side near its Mouth. 

Three Degrees South from Poboiicou^ and 
twenty from Cape St. Marie^ lies Cape Sable^ 
the S. W. Point of the Peninfula. This 
Place is well" known to the New England 
Men, who are here two or three Times a 
Year on Account of the Fifhery, for which 
it is very commodioqsi having a Sand Bank 
near it for curing the Fifh, and feveral fmall 
Iflands about it, very convenient for the 
Bankers to reiide on during the Seafon ; but 
the Harbour is not well defended, lies open - 
to the Weather, and has a rocky and dange- 
rous Entrance. Facing the Back of the Ifland 
that forms the Cape, and u^otv xX\^ \x\'is.tv- 
LaDd /lands the Rums o£ ti YotX> iotv;s\^^^ 
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called by the French Fort la Tour^ which 
was once a Place of fome Strength, and ca- 
pable of making a good Defence. The Land 
near the Coaft is rocky, and has no inviting 
Alpedt for new Settlers. 

Thirty Leagues S. E. from Cape Sable lies 
Port la Heve^ on the South Coaft. The 
Entrance into it is formed bv the Point of an 
jfland called Round I/land, on the Weft, and 
a narrow Peninfular Promontory on the Eaft, 
and is about a Quarter of a League acrofe. 
From the Entrance the Harbour immediately 
bends to the Weft, fpreading about half a 
League in Breadth to twice that Length. This 
Bend fecures it again ft Wind and Weather, 
and there is good Anchorage every where 
from twenty Fathom to four. 

On the North Side lies the River La 
Heve, which extending its Channel North 
Weft with a Quarter of a Mile in Width, 
is navigable by large Ships twelve Miles into 
the Country. Upon a Point of Land form'd 
by the Bend of the River, near its Mouth, 
ftands the Block- houfe, with fonie Indian 
Habitations not far from it, and a fine Pond 
of frefh Water clofe to it. Oppofite to this, 
on the other Side of the River, is a curious 
Bed of fine Oyfters, which arc of an excel - 
ent Flavour, and the beft in this Country. 
Not far from this, to the Northward, lies 
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another final I River, upon which the Indiam 
have a Paffage to a fmall, but commodious 
Harbour, called Mirliguecbey a few Leagues 
from La Heve. This Harbour of La Heve is 
generally cfteemed the beft in the whole Pro- 
vince. It is very capable of being eafily de- 
fended, as appears from the Defcription of its 
Entrance, and the Soil of the Land about it 
is cfteemed the richeft in all thefe Parts. 

The Harbour or Bay of ChiboiiSlou lies a- 
bout feventeen Leagues Eaft from La Heve^ 
and juftly claims to be its Rival : In Point 
of Situation it has the Preference, for lying 
nearer the Heart of the Country, the Com- 
munication with the other Parts of it is, upon 
the whole, cafier from this 5 nor does it feem 
inferiour to La Heve in any other RefpeiS", 
only that its Harbour lies more open and ex- 
pofed to the Weather, and the Entrance is 
not fo eafy to defend j but the Soil is very 
rich here, and the Country about is both 
aptly difpofed into high and low Lands eafy 
to be laid out into convenient Farms. 

A finall Ifland lying on the Southern Point 
of the Peninfula forms Cape Can/o. The 
Port confifts of a Bay, with two Creeks. 
The whole Harbour is about three Leagues 
in Length : The Bay has a rocky Entrance 
and lies open to the Weather, but 'tis fafe 
anchoring in the Creeks, wh\di ^w io\v^^ 
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by four Iflands ; the longeft of thefe lies in 
the Middle of the reft, and is four Leagues 
in Circuit. This Harbour is much inferior to 
, the two lafl: mentioned, but the Place is more 
ccHnmodious for tlic Fifhery than any on the 
Coaft, efpecially fince the Improvements that 
have been made there. Here are a few 
Inhabitants who arc wholly employed in 
the Fifhery, and on that Account negledt 
to cultivate the Land, infomuch, that tho* 
they have been fettled here upwards of thirty 
Years, yet they have little more Improve- 
ments to fliew than a few Patches to fupply 
them with Kitchen Ware. Next to Anna^ 
polls this has always been deemed by the 
Englijh a Port of the greateft Confequcnce, 
on Account of its Vicinity to the llle of 
Cape Breton. It is about nine Leagues frcftn 
hence to Port Tbouloufey and not above twenty 
to Louisbourg^ on that Ifland, and once there 
was a Detachment of Troops- placed here, and 
a Blockhoufe raifed for its Protedlion. 

About eight Leagues N. from the Cape 
lies ChedabouSloUy or Milford Haven, as it 
is fometimes called^ This is a larger Port 
than any of die above-mentioned, being three 
Leagues Eafl: and Weft acrofs at the En- 
trance, from whence it ftretches very ftreight 
fix Lc^ucs to the Bottom of the Bay, On 
the Centre of which ftands the Fortrefe, for- 
merly a Place of fome Strength, being litp- 
etcdon a Pcninfula, formed by a'Riv^t oxi t?idv 
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Side of it, in both which there is fafe Anchor- 
ing, efpecially in that which extends to tl;ic 
North, where Ships may lie for a League up 
the Channel, from twelve to fix Fathom 
Water, much fafer than in the main Bay, 
which is very open and expofed. 

The Townj which confifts of a good 

Number of Inhabitants, ftands upon the weft 

Bank of the laft mentioned River, and near 

enough to the Fort, to be commanded by it^ 

Not far from the Bottom of the Bay, on 

the fouth Side, there runs #into it a River, 

called the Salmon River, from the great 

Plenty of that kind of Firti, with which it 

abounds. The Channel of this River ranges 

within a few Leagues of Cape Canjo^ from 

whence the Coaft is mountainous, rocky, and 

unfit for Tillage, and fo continues down 

the fouth Side of tKe Bay, near as far as to the 

^Salmon River, but from thence all round the 

Bottom it is low Land, and a good Soil ; in 

which refpeft, it has greatly the Preference 

to the Cape for fettling. 

The North Point of the Entrance into 
Chedabouclou^ forms the Weft Point of the 
Streight of Cajifo^ being no more than a 
narrow Gutt, about a League wide and four 
Leagues in length, which is the whole Dif- 
•tance of this Part of Nova Scotia^ from the 

Ifland 
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Ifland of Cape Breton. This narrow Paflagc 
leads into the Gulf oi St. Laurence ^ which 
wafties the Eaft Part of the Province. 

Upon this Coafl-, about four Leagues dif- 
tancc from the Gutt, lies a fmall Harbour, 
called Antigomiche^ which being fufficient 
to afford fafe Moorage for a Canoc^ 
the Indians have raifed feveral Habitations 
near it on the North Side not far from Cape 
Louis^ from whence the Land ftretches N. 
W. about eleven Leagues to the. Ifland of 
Toi£Ufili which lie^ before the Mouth of the 
Bay of that NKin^ ^Th^ is a large commo- 
dious Harbour, and little, if at all inferior 
to Tetamagouche ; tho' this laft is better known 
on Account of the Corrcfpondence carried on 
this Way, by the French Settlers on the P^- 
ninfula with Louisbourg^ and the Colonies 
at the Mouth of the Canada River, as is 
above related. 

N. W. from Tetamagouche ^ at the Dif- 
tance of eight Leagues, lies the Bay oiVertCy 
abovementioncd, which pointing to a Creek 
that flioots from the Bottom of the Bay of 
Fundiy between them is formed the Ifthmus 
of the Peninfuhy or Southern Divifion o(Nova 
Scotia. 

Th ere are feveral fipe Harbours and Rivers 
upon the Coaft of the Eaftern Divifion of 
the Province, amongft which, the River 
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called Riftigoucbe^ deferves particular Notice, 
It fpreads itfelf in fevcral Branches, over a 
great Part of this Divifion, very near as far 
as to St. yobn^s River, on the weftern Divi- 
fion, and is very little inferior to it, about 
ten Leagues from the Bay of Fertf. 

About ten Leagues North from Rijfi-: 
goucbcy lies the Ifland of. Mifcou^ whicli 
is about eight Leagues in Circumference, 
and has a very good Harbour, and being 
fkirted on that Side which lies tp the Gulf 
with a fine fand Bank, is frequented 
every Year by the French^ who raife a fmall 
Hut, and clear Ground enough to furnifh 
themfelves with kitchen Ware for the Seafon, 
returning to France at the Approach of Win- 
ter. At a litde Diflance from this Ifland in 
the Offing, there bubbles out a Spring of frefli 
Water, which fpouts up to a confiderablc 
Height. 

The MiJJtonaries have made fome At- 
tempts in their Way on this Ifland, but with 
fo little Succels, that one of them dying here 
after he had laboured twenty Years with the 
greateft Diligence, left no other Fruit of 
his Miniftry, except one Indian Child which 
lie had baptized. 

The Ifle of Mifcou lies near the Entrance 
into the Baye des EJpagnobt fiiuscalkd? from 
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ibme of that Country, who came thither in 
^arch of Gold and Silver Mines j but being 
difappointed, went away, crying Aca nada^ 
i. e, rJothing here^ whicn gave Rife^ as feme 
fay, to the Name of Canada. 

From the Spaniards Bay it is feven Leagues 
to Gape Gafpe. or Gapeche^ which is at the 
Mouth of the River of St. Laurence^ and 
forms the bounding Point of Nova Scotia on 
this Side. 

It muft be confefled that the Englijh have 
given little Attention to this Part of the 
Coaft, tho' it is equal to any Quarter of the 
Province, for Plenty of Filh of all Kinds. 

Yet without all doubt, the South Coaft 
between the two Capes, Sabk and Canfo^ i% 
preferable on many Accounts, and is much 
nearer its mother Kingdom than any of the 
Reft. It borders nearly upon the eaftern Pro* 
vince oi New England *y and there are feveral 
iSne Rivers, and commodious Harbours upoft 
it, belides thofe I have obferved, fuch as 
Port Razotr^ ^ojignol^ Profpe^ Harbour, 
St, Mary^ &c. m all which to ejitcr into a 
particular Account, Would be tedious. It 
is more to our Purpofe, to obferve that four 
or five fand Banks lie at a convenient Diftancc 
off this Coaft, extending in a String from one 
end of it to the other ; the Ifle of Sabk\\kt^ 
t^jfe oppo&tc to Cape Ctinfo^ lies very little out 
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of the Row, and has itj peculiar fafld Biink j m 
fo much^ that when wc refledl like wife upon 
the prodigious Shoals of Cod Fi(h, tha{ 
crowd the Ocean in thefe Quarters, it feems 
as if Nature had prepared this Part of the 
World, purpofely for that Fiihcry. 

. But tho' the Advantages that might be 
reaped from a fettled Fifliery here, may 
alone be efteemed a fufficicnt Inducement for 
Peopling this Country, yet bcfides this, there 
are other Views, in which it will be found ab-t 
(blutely neceflary, not to neglect it any longer. 
JFor, the true Importance of N^va Scotia to 
Great Britain, can't be fairly ftated^ without 
taking into the Account the relation it bears 
tp the Intereft and Views of France. 

In order to fct this Matter in a clear Light, 
^ it will be neceffary to give a ftiort Narrative 
of the Affairs of this Province^ from the fir ft 
Difcovery to tlie prcfent Time 5 wherein we 
ihall find that Nation which fets no Bounds 
to their Ambition, but fuch as they have it not 
in their Power to pafs, during a Courfe of 
near a hundred and fifty Years, continually 
making ufe of both the Methods (^ Arms and 
Artifice^ to wrcft this Country out of the 
Hands, of the Englijh, and fecure the Poflcl- 
fion pf it to thcmi'dves. 

The firft Difcovery of this Part of vVi^ 
^Vfc^ld, ly^^smade by jf ean Gaboto^ ^Vtnt- 

E 2 ^^^r 
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ttafjj who had a Ship fitted out for him, and 
was fcntfor this Purpofc by Henry VII. Anno. 
1497. 

Not many Years after this, the French 
taking the Advantage of G/7^(?/*s Difcovcry, be- 
gan to fifh upon the grand Bank of Newfound^ 
land, and in the Year 1534, on^ James 
Cartiery of St. Maloes^ was ordered by the 
Admiral of France into thefe Parts i ac- 
cordingly the Captain with all the Ship's 
Company, having firft received the Pope's 
Benedidlion from the Hands of his Legate, 
fet Sail J and arriving at Cape Bonaviji on 
Newfoundland^ from thence traverfed the Gulf 
of St. Laurence^ and entering the Mouth of 
the great Canada River, the Captain their 
landed his Men, on the north Side, and 
built a Fort*. 

This done, he direded his Courfe up the 
River, and penetrated into the Country as 
far as Mountreal^ where meeting with a 
large Indian Town, in which the Inhabi- 
tants were covered with Caftor, and other 
rich Furrs 5 thefe fixed his Attention. And 
obferving likewife at the fame Time, that 
the People were extreamly addidted to Supcr- 
ftition and Sorcery, being himfelf a very 
religious Catholic, this fell in exadly with 
his own Humour, and he prcfentj[y infinuated 

himfelf 

^ It 18 MB arck Remark of Dean Swi/i^s, xSaat itvCbuUti^ o£ 
f^nu'es, the French firft build a Fort, Ate Stoniarii f 
% sad tb€ EniUfi an Alehou{«« 
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himfclf entirely into their Eftcem and Con^ 
fidcnce, by prefcnting them with a great 
Number of Rofaries^ and Agnus Dei' s-y all 
which, he afliired them upon the Faith of a 
Chriftian, were fo many confecrated CharmS| 
that would infallibly cure all their Maladies. 
Having thus got Admittance freely to them, 
he entered upon the main Bufinefs, and be- 
gan to traffic with them for their Furrs 5 witTi 
which he quickly loaded his Ships, and re- 
turned to France^ 

Upon Sight of the Cargo, the Advantage 
of the Furr Trade, was eafily comprehend- 
ed by his Countrymen at St. Malos^ who 
did not negled: their Intereft, in cultivating it 
with their utmoft Diligence, and as the Road 
to the River of St. Laurence lies near Aca^ 
die^ or Nova Scotia^ it happened that Ships 
in this PaiTage were ibmetime^ blowa 
upon that Coafl. , 

In this Manner, x}[itFrench came by Degrees, 
in a Courfe of near thirty Years, at fome 
Knowledge of it, and in the Year one thou- 
sand fix hundred and four, Peter Gueft Sieur 
de Montz of St. MaloeSy Gentleman of the 
Bed-Chamber to Henry IV. having projefted 
the Defign, and procured feveral Merchants 
of St. Maloes, Rochelle^ Havre de Grace^ 
and other Forts^ to form themfelves into a 
Company, For carrying it inlo Extcv3X\o\\^ ^^ 
Fkn wds kid before hisMa^tft.^^ OTA>Qfc\\v^ 
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ipproved of by him, a very extcnfivc Depu- 
tation, appointing him Admiral and Lieute* 
nant-General of all this Part of North Ame^ 
rica^ was granted to the Projedtor, together 
with an excluQve Patent for the Filh and 
Furr Trade. 

Thus armed with all the Power and Au- 
thority that his Mafter could give him in theie 
Parts, he fet (ail, with four Ships in Compa^ 
ny, for Acadie^ where being arrived, he wan- 
dered about the Coaft a confiderable time, not 
meeting with a Place to his Mind. The firft 
Place I^ put into wai Port RoJJignol^ which was 
the Name of a Maftcr <rf"a Veffcl whom he 
found trading there, and coniifcated both 
Ship and Cargo by Virtue of his Patent, ma- 
king the Captain the poor Satisfaction of calling 
the Harbour by his Name. He went next 
into Port Mouton^ a Name which he gave 
it from a Sheep that lay drowned in that 
Harbour. He made no Stay in either of 
thefe Places, and went afterwards to the 
Illand of 5^. Croix ^ where he landed his Men 
with an Intention to fettle, but he fooii 
found the Place too fmall to furnifli his Com- 
pany with Neceflaries, and embarking once 
more. Chance at laft threw him into Port^ 
Royal \ where being pleafed with the Beauty 
and Commodioufnefe of the Bafon, and ob- 
&rving like wile the Face of the Country to be 

level 
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level npon the Banks of the River, and the 
Soil fef lile, he detcitnincd to fix in this- Place; 
and accordingly fetting up the French Stan- 
dard/ he took Poffeffion of the Country in 
the Name of the King his Mafler, in Ho- 
nour of whom he called this VhctPort-RoyaL 
After this he raifed a Fort, and fome other 
N^ceffafits, and immediately opened a Trade 
for Furrs with the Natives, which fuccecded 
very welU 

In thifi whole Proceeding it is to be ob- 
feirvedj that the French (hewed no Regard to 
the Right claimed by the Englijh to this 
Country s ' a Right origioally conflituted by 
Virtue of the fir/l Dtfcovery of Norths Ame^ 
ricd in Henry Vlh Rcign^ and afterward* 
confirmed and cftabliflied by ffrior Occu-^ 
fancy Anno 1583 of this Part in particular. 
For Sir Gilbert Humphry^ inpurfuance of a 
Grant of Niwfoundlund^ which he had ob- 
tained of Queen Elizabeth at the Suit of 
Walfingham^ having firft taken Poffeffion of 
that iQand) and fettled the Cod-Fifhery there^ 
came upon the Coaft now called Nova. Scotia^ 
where he lived % Yearf^ and died in the 
Country. 

After this the Englijh being employed m 
fettling Virginia^ contented themfelves with 
the Poffeffion of the Fishery upon the South 
pDai^, giving littk Attention to what 
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pafled upon the Continent at Port-^RoyaJ: 
where De Monis made his Markets very well 
during the Summer Seafon, and in the Au- 
tumn returned, with his Ships richly laden, 
to France. 

But upon his Arrival there, he found the 
State of his Affairs very much altered at 
Court, for the private Traders had already 
made, and ftill continued to make, fuch 
heavy Complaints of the Detriment of his 
cxclu five Patent to them, that they prevailed 
at lafl to have it revoked. Upon this, he 
fold his Right in Port-Royal to one of his 
Voluntiers in the Expedition, whofe Name 
was Poutrincourt^ which Title being con- 
firmed by a frefti Patent from the King, 
he went over and took Poffeflion of his new. 
Demejhe. 

This Gentleman being intent upon ma- 
king his Fortune, applied himfclf rather to 
pu(h on the Trade with Vigour, than to 
eftablifli a firm and lafting Settlement in the 
Country. It was neceflfary to till and fow fo 
much Land, as might furnifli the Colojiy 
with Provifions, . which he took Care of, 
but entirely negledled to provide for its Secu- 
rity and Defence by a proper Fortification. 
It is true, there was little Danger to be ap- 
prehended from the Savages who, on the 
contrary, finding themfelves fupplied by 

the 
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the Traffic with neceflary Furniture for the 
Mouthy which was all they wanted^ foon 
grew tra<5table, and fond of the Trade, which 
was all he wanted. But in the mean time, 
the great Work of God, as the Jcfuits call it, 
viz. The Converfion of the Gentiles^ went 
ilowly on under fuch an Adminiflration. 

Mr. de Mmtz was by Profeffion a Caki^ 
mji ; aud though he was well afFedted to Re- 
ligion in general,' yet either not being inftrudl- 
cd in the proper Manner of Addrels to the 
Savages for this Purpofe, or perhaps not caring 
to make ufc of thoie pious Frauds which had 
liicceeded fb well in Cartier's Hands, it is 
certain that Chriftianity made little or noPro- 
greis during his Refidence amongft them. 

AxiAPoutrincourty though a good Catholic, 
yet never had any good Liking for the Je^ 
J&// Miffionaries. He knew very well, that 
Dominion and Wealth were the great Ob- 
jedte, which all of that Order had conftantly 
in their Eye 5 and this Temper ill comported 
with his own Defigns. Wherefore, though 
on his Departure from France^ he had a 
Couple of thefe Envoys forced upon him, 
much againft his Will, yet he took care from 
their Arrival to keep them ftriftly within the 
Bounds of their proper Fundlion. This Con- ' 
du£fc caft fuch a Damp upon the Zeal of 
thefe Apoftolical Fathers, that the^ caada 
• very JittJc Jmprcflion upon \Vv& ?iftN^^^* 
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However, it is certain their Succcflbrs 
played their Girds much better, and by De- 
grees wriggled themfclvcs fo firmly into the 
Favour of thefe People^ that ^bey became^ 
through the Inftigatipn of the Miflionaries, 
a chief Means of our being kept many Years 
out of the Poffefiion of this Country ; for 
which Reafon, as there W\\\ be frequent Oc- 
calioii of mentioning them in the Sequel of 
this Narrative, fome Account of them may 
judly be expected in this Place. 

The Indian Natives of the Peninfula^ 
which 1 call the Soutliern Divifion of Nova 
Scotia^ give themfelves the Name of Sou^ 
riqt4ois. But thefe, as well as the Gafpejkns 
in the Eaftern Divifion, and the Etchemins^ 
who formerly inhabited the Province of the 
MaJfachufetSy being joined in Confederacy 
with xhtAbenaquoiSy who inhabit the Wefl:erii 
Divifion of Nova Scotia, and arc by far the 
mod fenfible and intelligent Tribe amongft 
them, are all ufually comprehended under 
their Name, for which there is alfo another 
good Reafon, arifing from the little Difference 
that is found among them, in reipeft either 
of Language, Cuftoms or Manners. In their 
Perfons they are rather low-fiz*d, but well 
fhaped, very feat, nimble, and fwift of foot, 
but what is moft remarkable, have rarely 
any Beard ; however, they are a very brave 
aqd warlike People. 

With 
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With regard to Marriage, they tolerate Po- 
lygamy univcrfally ; but this Liberty, howe- 
ver, is rarely made ufe of by any *, except 
the Sagamo ; that is the Title grven to their 
Chieftains. This Dignity is, Itridlly fpeak- 
ing, eledive, but the Choice generally falls 
Upon him who is at the Head of the moll 
numerous Family. 

Every Town has its proper Sagamo inde- 
pendent of the. reft, who is Guardipn of all 
the Youth in the Town under his Jurifdidlion. 
Thefe he keeps ftridlly under his Authority 
and Command till they are married. All 
the Fruits of their Labour . belong to himj 
and even after they' arc married, and have fc- 
veral Children, they pay him a Kind of Tri- 
iutf, which is exadcd with the utmoft Rigour. 

Every Sagamo decides all the Differences 
and Difputes that at any time arife either be- 
tween Families or fingle Perfons, within his 
Townfliip ; and if the Parties cannot other- 
wife be brought to an Accommodation, Jufticc 
is immediately executed by him, according to 
the Lex Talionis^ which is obferved Jnthc 
ftriaeft Senfc of the Letter. ThfStfitt»?In- 
Aancc of the Authority of the Sagamo comider- 
cd feparately. But in all Matters wherein the 
whole Tribe is concerned, nothing is detcr- 

F 2 mined 

• This Referve is not fo much owing to their Chaility ai 
to their Lazinefs, which indifpofes them to -^tonv^^ ^ Visvi'^- 
t&MQce for, or to make PrcfenU Xo, moie ti)Kvwi qiaHI <5«»a:^* 
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mined without a Decree of the General Council 
of all the Chiefs^ or States, of that Tribe. 

Petty Qi^rrels are ended here upon the 
Spot, as they are in feveral civiliz'd Coun- 
tries : The Parties go to Loggerheads toge- 
ther for a while, after which they feparate 
without much Harm done on either Side. 
But the Hufbands are quite Savages to their 
Wives, and in a Paflion tear them about moft 
barbaroufly ; nor will they bear the lead Con- 
troul in this, which, if offered by a By- 
ftander, they cry, / am Mafler of my own 
Houjcy and will hat my Dog whenever Ipleaje^ 

If the Wife is at any Time catched going 
aftray, the Adultery often cofts her her Life. 
The Girls are in general very fliy, and 
won*t fufFer any Toying or DaUiance ; but 
if one of them happens now and then to 
make a Slip, in a private Manner, the Afiair 
is hufhed up in the Family, till fuch Time 
as fhe grows notorious, and becomes a com- 
mon Strumpet 5 in which Cafe ihe is turned 
out.of Doors, 

They are very fond of Children, and at 
the Birth of a Boy they have their groaning 
Fcaft, which is a very merry Time. They 
alfo regale a fecond Time at the Cutting of 
his firft Tooth j and make a third grand En- 
tertainment 
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tertsiinment upon the firft wild Bead whidi 
he brings home from hunting, which is a 
Proof of his coming to Man's Eftate. 

They are great Warriors, and their Neigh- 
bours ftand much in Awe of them, be* 
ing the only Nation that are not afraid to 
face the Iroquois ^ in the Field of Battle. 
But before they go to War, they try 
their Courage in a pitched Battle with their 
Wives, in which Conflidl if they chance 
to be worftcd, they take Heart from their 
Defeat, and make no doubt of Succei^ in 
their intended Expedition. On the other 
Side, if the Wife proves the weaker Veffel, 
an ill Omen is drawn from thence. This 
Condud, I own^ ieems a little flrange and 
abfurd at firft hearing 5 yet, upon a 
nearer View, it will appear to be founded in 
very good Senfe and Reafon In the firft 
Cafe, the Hufband is made defperate, not 
daring to return home without the Laurel, 
for Fear of a fecond Drubbing from his 
Wife. On the contrary, he that is Matter 
at home, knows how to make himfelf well 
received there, whatever Difgrace he may 
have fufFered in the Field, 

Their Manner of declaring War has a na- 
tural Simplicity, which is very expreflive. 

Thi$ 

♦ Thefc are the Indians that inhabit the CQUats^ l^vxs^ 
|Hi the £ac]c of Ni<w-England. 
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This being ah Affair of a public Concern, h 
tranfadted, as has been already obfervcd, in a 
general Affembly of the Chiefs ; who being 
convened, one of them declares the Occafion 
of their Meeting, and makes loud Com- 

Elaints of the Injuries and Infults put upoA 
im by the Enemy, then railing his Hands, 
in which be holds a Hatchet, above his 
Head, vows to revenge the Wrong ; the reft-, 
who never refufe to back the Quarrel, fol- 
lowing his Example, each lifcs up the Hatchet. 
In this Pofture they all join in a Chorus, 
finging to Arms, in a gloomy growling Mur- 
mur, which is accompanied with a Spirit- 
llirring rattling Din, made by the ihaking of 
Ibme Pebbles in a Callibafli. 

When the Father of a Family happens to 
die, the Corps is immediately carried out of 
the Hut 5 to which they fet fire, and entirely 
confume the Edifice, with all that is in it. 
After this the Body is cut and gaihed in fe* 
veral Places, and the Vifcera being taken out, 
is let to dry. As foon as it is found to be 
fufficiently, as they think, prepared in this 
Manner to refift Corruption, they inter it, 
adorning the Grave, both within and with- 
out, with the beft of what they have. 

Their Skill in Phyfic is very fmall, and 
extends only to the Knowledge of two or 

three 



(47) 

three Simples ; and when any Diftempcr 
feizes them, little Affiftance is either offered 
oc expedled from Medicine : Therefore they 
apply themfelves chiefly to the preventive 
Part, and endeavour to prcferve Health, by 
ufing a great deal of Exercife, with frequeii| 
Bathing aqd Sweating, 

When any one has narrowly efcaped 
Drowning, and fwallowcd a great Quantity 
of Water, they prefently give him a Glifler 
of the Smoak of Tobacco, and then hang 
him to a Tree by the Heels. In which 
Condition the Stomach quickly difcharges it- 
felf of that Load of Water with which it 
yras opprciTed. 

Upon the whole, they arc a lazy Set of 
People without any Forecaft, and won't be 
at the Pains of providing any Store againft a 
bad Seafon, or other Accidents. They think 
It abundantly fufficient to fow as much Land 
as will ordinarily produce Corn enough ta 
jferve them till the next Seafon, fo that in cafe 
the Crop comes to any Mifchancc, they live 
miferably, and fuffer great Want, even in the 
lyjidft ot Plenty, rather than be at the Pains 
(^huHlthg and killing fo much Game as 
yrould be a comfortable Support, 

To cffcdt this requires but little Fatigue, 
for the Country abounds vvilh lbs; l^^«^\Ssa 
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cf Life, and every Sealbn is capable of fur- 
nifhing a fufficient Subfiftence to the Inhabi- 
tants, were they as numerous as in any Part 
of Europe ; and nothing is more eaiy than to 
lay up Store enough to lafl from one Seafon 
to another, and be provided againft Sicknefi^ 
or other Accidents that may fupervene, 

Tn OSloier and November begins theChace 
for the Cajlor and the Elk^ which holds a 
good Part of the Winter. In December^ or 
rather in the two lafl: Moons of the Year, a 
Fi(h called Ponamo, comes to fpawn upon 
the Ice> and you may catch as many as you 
pleafe. I take this to be a Species of dbe Dog^ 
Fijfj. 

This is the Time alfo i^^ the Tortoifes 
ky their Eggs. Bears^ Otters^znd Hares make 
alfo a Part of the Riches of this Seafon, 
which is farther improved by feveral Sort of 
Wild Fowl, as Partridge, Duck, Teal, Buf^ 
tard, and others ; and the Rivers and Lakes 
are cover'd with Coots, Widgeons^ and 
other River Fowl in all Parts. 

In January the Sea Wolf comes up the 
River?. The Fleih of this Creature is good 
eating, neither ill-tafted nor unwholefome. 
From the beginning of February to the Mid- 
dle of Marcb is the Height of the Seafon for 
hunting the Carilou^ as alio the Red and 
Hf/Jow Deer. 
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Towards the End of March, the Fifh be- 
gin to fpawn, and crowd into the Rivers in 
fuch Shoals, as is incredible to any one that 
has not feen it. The firft that comes in is 
the Smelt, which is three times as big here 
as in Europe. The Banks of the Rivers are 
likewife covered with Buftards, who come 
there to build their Nefls ; the Eggs alone of 
thefe Birds are almoft fufiicient to fubfiil the 
Inhabitants during the Seafon, and that 
without hurting the Increafeof the Species. 

After thefe, the Sturgeon and the Salmon 
bring in warm Weather ; and now all the 
Hollows of the Rocks, and other RccefTcs, 
arc ftuiFed with Birds Nefls of every Kind. 

Befides this Plenty of Eatables, which fuc- 
cecding each other, make all together an agree- 
able Variety, the Cod-Fifli may be looked 
on as the conftant ftanding Difti of the 
Country ; and if thefe People would till and 
fow their Land, feed their Cattle, and raife 
Poultry; Fifliing, Fowling and Hunting 
might be ufed only for Exercifc and Divcrfion. 

The Inhabitants in general live to a great 
Age, and it is particularly remarked of one of 
the Sagamo's, whofe Name was Mambertoi^ 
that he was above loo Years old when he dipd. 
I confefe there is nothing fo extrapi-diuar^ i^ 
this 35 to defer ve a ^tUcv\M "^wci^^^^^^ 

G ^^ 
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But in the laft Stage of this Man's Life there 
pafled a Tranfadion more worthy of Notice, 
in which the Temper and Spirit of our two 
Jefuits already mentioned, fliines forth in its 
full Luflre, One of them relates the Affair 
himfelf. 

This Chief being newly profclyted to the 
Chriftian Faith, was carcflcd by the Miffio^^ 
naries in a very extraordinary Manner, on 
Account of the particular Service, that the 
Example of a Perfon in fo much Efteem 
and Credit among the Savages, might be to 
them in the great Work of their Miniftry. 
But not long after his Converfion, he had the 
Misfortune to be feized, at his own home» 
with a very dangerous Bloody Flux, in which 
Condition our Fathers manifcfted their pbus 
Care and Tendernefs towards him, by getting 
him removed to Port. RoyaU where there 
was an Apothecary, and proper Medicines for 
his Cafe ; notwithftanding this, the Diftem- 
per baffled all their Efforts, and the Indian 
finding himfelf near his End, expreiTed a 
great Defire to have his Body carried, after 
his Death, to his own Town, there to be 
laid among his Anceftors, The Governor 
made no Scruple of granting the Requeft of 
a dying Man, in itfelf fo reafonable and ib 
natural : But this Condudt of the Governor's 
no fooner reached the Ears of our Zealot% 
thaa they immediately repaired to the Place 

where 
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^herc he was, and loudly remonftrating 
againft the Impiety and Profanation of depo- 
fiting the fecred Corps of a Chriftian in 
heatneni(h and unhallowed Ground ; fet 
forth the great Scandal fuch a Proceeding 
would bring upon Religion in general, and 
particularly declared, that they were forbid- 
den, by the Rules of their holy Mother the 
Church, to perform the Obfequies in fuch a 
Place. The Governor obfcrved to them that 
this Objedlion might be prefently removed, 
and the Matter made eaiy, iince all they 
had to do, was to prepare the Place before- 
hand, by a due Confecration j a Power with 
which he knew they were inveftcd. To 
this they inftantly replied, that the Thing 
was not fo eafy as he imagined ; fince the 
Land could not be confecrated, till it was 
fitted to receive that Benedidion, by firft 
having all the Bodies of the Heathens that 
lay there dug up, and carried off the Spot j 
a Proceeding, to which it was certain, they 
faid, Mambertou himfelf would never con- 
fent. 

Having thus filenced the Commandant^ 
they went to vifit the dying Perfon, the un- 
fortunate Author of all this Mifchief and Di- 
fturbance. Him they found upon hi? 
Death-Bed in a very weak and languifliing 
Condition, a proper State this they well 
knew for receiving all fuitable Impreflions. 

G 2 Accocdivv^ 
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Accordingly they rung a Peal oj^ Terrors in 
his Ears upon the dangerous Situation in 
which his Soul mufl needs be, which ceuld 
give Way to fuch an unchriftian Thodght^ 
as that or being buried in the Place of his 
Nativity ; affured hin>, that unlefs he morti- 
£ed this unaccountable Humour, and (ub- 
mitted touhavc his Corps laid in the Church- 
yard, they muft be obliged to look upon 
him as dying out of the Pale of the Churchy 
and confequently muft confign him over to 
eternal Damnation ! concluding withal, that 
they were willing to impute it to the Diforder 
of his Brain, which was difturbed by a Dcli- 
riu^m, and did believe it to be the pure EfFedl 
of his Diftemper. The poor SagamOt quite 
confounded with their Violence and Impetu- 
ofiiy, found himfclf in no wife inclined to 
enter into Difputes in his laft Moments, and 
defiring now nothing fo much as to be left 
alone to pais quietly and unmolefted into the 
jiext World, told them with his laft Breath, 
that Th EY knew beft^ and that after he was 
dead they might do ivhat they plsajed with 
bis Body. Thus died Mambertou the Saga^ 
mo^ who probably had raifed himfelf to that 
Dignity, by taking upon him the Charader 
of an Autmoin^ that is, by pradifing the 
greateft Part of his Life all the diabolical Arts 
of Sorcery and Witchcraft, But notwithftand- 
ing this^ he was brought, by the indefatiga- 
ble Zeal and boundlefs Charity of tliefe fpiri* 

tual 



( 53 ) 

tual Paftorsy to make bis Departure at laft ia 
the Odour of Sandity, and his funeral Obfe-^ 
quies were folemnized with a Pon^p and fibfa^j/^ 
innaity b efitting the Governor himfelf. 

While thefe Things were tranfading at 
Fort-Roya}^ a new Proje<3: was fornied in 
France %o get Pofleflion of Pentjagoet^ a 
River which lies 30 Leagues S. W. from 
that of /Sa Croix: With this View a Colony^ 
duly furniflied with Mi/fionaries^ was tran- 
Iportcd thither in the Year 161 3 ; where 
finding no Body Jo oppole them, the Men 
landed, and p/efently raifed a Fart. Thb 
Attempt, however, proved abortive, and the 
Colony was totally deftroyed before the Peo- 
ple had Time to form thcmfelves into a regu- 
lar Settlement. For the Governor of Virgin 
pia, who feveral Years before had obtained a 
Grant of this Coafl as far as to the Latitude 
of 45 Degrees North, being informed by 
feme of his People (who ufcd the Filhery 
at a little Ifland called Mount Defirl, near the 
Mouth of that River) pf this Invafion of his 
Right, in a Place of great Importance, on 
Account of that Trade. He difpatched 
Commodore Argol^ with three Ships of 
Force, this fame Year, into thefe Parts, who, 
on his Arrival here, fet fire to the Fort, and 
carried away the whole Colony, with their 
MiJJionaries^ Piifoners of War. From hence 
he proceeded to Port Royal, where, finding 

the 
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the Place abandoned by the Frencby who, on 
his Approach, had fled into the Woods, he 
fet fire to that Fort likewife, with all the 
Houfes, and Works there of every kind. Thus 
was confumed, in the Space of two Hours^ 
what had coft the French^ \n the Conapafs rf 
a few Years, above 100,000 Crowns to 
eftablilh. ArgoU having executed his Com- 
miffion, returned to Virginia 5 and, upon hb 
Departure, the Inhabitants came back to 
Port Rayal^ where Mr. Poutrincburt afore- 
mentioned, who ftill carried on the Trade, 
found them the Year after. 

The Country remained in this State, with 
litde Alteration, till the Year 1621, when 
King James the Firft conferred it upon the 
Earl of Stirling^ by a Patent, wherein it was 
firfl called 'Nova Scotia^ which Name it has 
retained ever fince. This Lord, not long 
after, appointed a Deputy, whom he ient to 
reconnoitre the Country, and mark out a 
proper Place to build a Houfe upon, for the 
Governor's Refidence. But this Gentleman, 
arriving on the South Coaft, entered two 
fmall Ports, not far from Cape Sabk^ but 
made no Stay in either of them, and in a 
fhort Time returned by the Way of N^w^ 
foundland to England. From this Time his 
Lordfliip dropped the Defign, and never after- 
wards made any Ufc of his Grant. 

The 
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The French taking Advantage of this Ncg- 
ledt, continued to trade as before, and fpread 
themfelves by degrees into f&veral Parts of the 
Country, where they met with no Diftur- 
bance till the Year 1^7. But the good 
Underftanding between tne two Crowns be- 
ing interrupted by the Siege of Rocbelle^ one • 
Kirk^ a French Refugee, in order to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the Court of England^ ac- 
quainted the then Miniftry with the weak 
Condition of his Countrymen at ^ebec. In 
Return for this Information, he had the Com- 
mand of a Squadron of five Men of War 
given him, and was fent to drive the French 
out of every Part of Canada^ and Nova Scch 
tia being comprehended in this Commiffion, 
he took this in his Way, and deflroyed all the 
French Settlements there, except only one at 
Cape Sable^ where was eftablifhed a Gentle- 
man called La Tour, who had built a goo4 
Fort which he commanded himfelf. 

The Father of this Gentleman having left 
his own Country under Pretence of Religion 
at the Time of the Siege of Rocbelle^ refidcd 
at London^ and being a Man of good Addrefe, 
he found Means to infinuate himfelf into the 
Affedtion of one of the Maids of Honpur to 
the Queep, and married her. After the Mar- 
riage his Lady made ufe of the Intereft (he 
had witji the Queen her Miftrefe lo oV*a\tv>5w^ 



Honour of i^mght^c o i^ for her Hulband, and 
in return for this Favour he engaged to put the 
Engli/h in Pofleffion of the Fort above-men- 
tioned. The Thing fecmed feafible, and 
upon his Afliirance of Succefs, two Men of 
War were prefently fitted out for the Expe- 
dition^ and being provickd wjtha fuitablc 
Number of Land Forces, M^^SHS^r went 
on board, together with his new married 
Spoufe, whom he had prevailed on to ac-« 
company him in the Voyage. 

On their Arrival before Cape Sable ^ La 
Tour the Father went firft on Shore, and 
being conduced into the Fort to his Son, he 
opened the Conference with an ample Rela- 
tion of his own extraordinary Credit with the 
Court of London, and expatiated on the great 
Advantages which he had juft Grounds to 
hope for from it. He then added, that it 
was entirely in his Son's Power to make equal 
Advances for hinifelf at that Court ; and tb 
convince him of the Truth of what he al- 
ledgcd, he produced the Infis'nia of tliejbrder 
of Knigni^eSiiy which he faid were intended 
for him 5 informing his Son likewife, that he 
had full Power to confirm him in the Govern- 
ment of his Fort, in cafe he would pleafe to 
dc(Jare for his Britannick Majefty. 

The young Commandant Vifttt^tdL to \3w& 
Difcourfc of hk Father's wviYv uo \d^ AYvSvfe- 
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oation than Aftonifliincnt ; but did not hefi- 
tate a Moment in determining what Courfe 
to take upon this Emergency, and inftantly 
aifured his Father, that he had greatly de- 
ceived himfclf, in believing his Son capable 
of fo much Bafenefs, as to deliver the Fort 
into the Hands of the Enemies of his Coun- 
try J letting him know, on the contrary, that 
he was determined to preferve it for the King 
his Mafter, as long as he had any Breath in 
his Body. He faid he was very fenlib'.e of 
the high Worth of that Dignity which the 
King of England had condefcended to lay be- 
fore him 5 but at the fame Time protefted, he 
never could yield to purchafe it at the Price 
of his Allegiance to his own Sovereign ; con- 
cluding, that he was fully fatisfied the King, 
whom he had the Honour to ferve, was very 
well able to reward him, in fuch a Manner 
as would leave him no Room to regret the 
Lofs he fhould incur by the Refufal ; and 
that, however, in all Events, the Confciouf- 
nefs of having done his Duty, and maintain- 
ed his Fidelity to his natural Prince, (hould 
be always eftcemed by him to be its own Rs^ 
fward. 

111 fatisfied with this Anfwer, .which he 
little expeded, the Father returned on board.; 
from v/hence {le wrote to his Son upon the 
fame Subjed in the moft tender •a.ud ^t^^v^^ 
J^enm. -But the Letter Wd xvo "LS^Q^. ^"^ 
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lail he gave the Commandant to underftand; 
that it was in his Power to tfkd: that by 
Force which he had not been able to obtain 
by hislnlteaty, and begged him to coniider^ 
that after the Troops fhould be landed, it 
would be too late for him to repent his ha- 
ving rejedted fuch advantageous Offers as had 
been made him. In conclufion, exhorting 
him by all the Authority of a Father, not to 
put him under a Neccifi^ of treating his owa 
Son as an Enemy. 

* 

Thefc Menaces were treated with as little 
Regard, as the Promiies and SoUicitations 
had been before ; and in the End the Father 
was obliged to come to Extremities. Accor- 
dingly the Forces were landed, and be- 
ing drawn up before the Fort begun the At- 
tack. But to their great Surprize the Com- 
mandant defended the Place with fo much 
Obftinacy and Refolution, that the General, 
who had propofed nothing more than making 
a Parade with his Men upon the Shore, and 
never thought of meeting with any Refiftance, 
feeing feveral of his Men killed, and little or 
no Advances made, grew fick of the Enter- 
prize in two Days, and propofed to raife the 
Siege, which being agreed to in a Cbuncil of 
War, he communicated what had pa0ed 
therein to La Tour the Fttther. 

Kevcf 
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Never did Man appear more thunder- 
flruck, than he did at the Sight of this De- 
termination of the Council of War. It threw 
Jiim into all the Perplexity and Confufion 
imaginable. He durfl not (hew his Face 
again at the Court of England^ where he had 
^ confidently engaged for his Son's ComplU 
ance; and on the other Hand, to return to 
Frame was quite out of the Queftion. In 
Ihort, the only way he had left, and which 
he reiblved upon, was to throw himfelf upon 
his Soo*s Clemency, and rely entirely upon 
tis native Goodnefi. 

There was ftill another Difficulty behind, 
which was, how to open the Matter to his 
Wife 5 but Shame foon giving way to Ne- 
ceffity, he took his Opportunity, when they 
were alone, and acquainting ner with the 
melancholy State of his Affairs, as above re- 
lated, told her, that the greateft Inducement 
he' firft had to undertake this Vo3^ge, was the 
Affurance with which he had flattered him- 
felf, that he fhould thereby have an Opportu- 
nity of fettling her happily in America i but 
fince his 111 Fortune had blafted all thefe 
pleating Views, he could not propofe her flay- 
ing in the Country, as it was not in his 
Power to put her into fuch a Situation there, 
as would be agreeable to her \ and therefore 

H 2 freely 
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freely left her at Liberty to return home to 
her Friends and Relations, 

To this the Lady replied with an uncom- 
mon Magnanimity of Spirit, That the facred 
Vow which (he made before the Altar at 
hct Marriage, was made without any Re- 
ferve on ber Part, and fhould always be the 
unalterable Rule of her Condudi: : That into 
whatfoever Part of the World it fhould pleafe 
him to carry her, or whatever might be the Si- 
tuation of his Affairs there, fhe (hould think it 
her Duty to, (hare in every Turn of Fortune 
that befel him ; and fhould place her greateft 
Felicity in foftening the Rigour of his Fate, 
and alleviating his Sorrows, La Tour at 
once both charmed and melted by this noble 
Generofity of his Wife, immediately procured 
an Application to be made to his Son; 
wherein, firft fetting forth the diftrefsful 
Circumftances into which he was unex- 
pcdedly plunged, he made it his humble 
Rcquell, that the Commandant would be 
pleafed to permit him to pafs the Remainder 
of his Days in Acadie. 

Young La Tour received the Petition with 
his ufual Humanity, and returned for Anfwer; , 
that altho' his Father's Condudt, with regard 
to him, would admit of no manner of Exte- 
nuation or Excufe, yet the Thought of expo^ 
fing him to return to England^ where mofl 

probably 
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prdbably he would foon make his ^xU at the 
Gallows, was intirely infupportable to him, 
for which Reafon, he very willingly confented 
to grant him an afylum near himfelf, but 
fieverthelefs undfcr this Reftridion, which he 
infiifted to be inviolably obferved, that neither 
he nor his Lady fhould enter within the Walls 
of his Fort, upon any Occafion what foe ver. 
•For the reft, hefaid he would accommodate 
them in the beft Manner hb was able, and 
engaged his Word they (hould not want for 
any thing. 

The Son's Referve fcemcd a little fevere, 
but this was not a time for the Father to 
difpute, and he gladly accepted the Offer 
Upon the Condition propofed. The married 
Couple with their Attendants, two of each 
Sex, and all their Effcfts, were put on Shore, 
and in a few Days the two Ships fet Sail for 
England. Young La Tour took Care to 
have a fuitable Houfe built for the Family as 
ibon as poflible, but at fome Oiftance from 
his Fort j however the Situation was pleafant, 
Vvith good Lands about it; and there they lived 
many Years.] 

Not long after this, in the Year I bqa^ 
after the War of Jl ^ML\ King CharleA. 
was prevailed upon to lign a Treaty, whereby 
all Canada was furrendered to the Fretich^ and 
they took Care to comprehend Nova Scotia 
under the Name of Acadie^ v^vCcvv^ ^^^v 
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Treaty. This k faid to be done by the Ad- 
vice of my Lord Mmntague. The French 
were fo much furprifed at the extracH'dinary 
Complai&nce of the Englijh Court, at this 
Juncture, that they are at a Lois how to ac« 
count for it. 

'Tis Triie, the Colony of New England^ 
was then in its Infancy, and required a parti- 
cular Regard to eftabli(h and improve it, 
which might draw the Attention of the jE^* 
glijh^ in fome Degree, off the Affairs of Nova 
Scotia^ about that time ; but this can never 
be a fufficient Reafon, (as the French ^ofk 
it,) for giving up our Right to it by i 
formal Treaty. I won't take upon me to fifh 
put the Secrets of the Court, in this or any 
other Reign, but if I may be allowed for once, 
to hazard a Surmize, why might not the 
Ceffion of Nova Scotia^ be a Cbmpliment 
paid to the Queen ; fhe was Sifter to Lewis 
Xin. then King of France^ and King Charles 
the Firft's well-known Uxorioufnefs helps to 
countenance the Conjedure. 

However that be, it is certain the French ha Vr . 
ing thus got Pofleflion of this Country aiTured 
to them, loft no time in taking proper Meafures, 
for reaping the whole Advantage of their new 
Acquifition^ with this View, the Province was 
given to one RazilH^ who afterwards admitted 
two Colleagues, as Sharers with himin it, and 
the whole was divided into three Parts^ es^ch 
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Part having its projper Governor, who wat 
alio Proprietor of his own Divifion. The 
firft of thcfc Diftrids comprehended all the 
Land on the Sbuth Side of the River of Sf. 
Lawrenc£y from New England to Port RoyaL 
That Part of the Penin/ula which lies be- 
tween Port Royal and Qape Canfo^ was con- 
tained in the fecond, the Governor of which 
refided at La Heve ; and the third extended 
from Canjo to Cape Gajp^j at the Mouth of; 
the above-mentioned River. 

Thcfe Governors likewifc provided each 
for iecuring his own Demefne, by building 
Forts in proper Places. In the firft Divifion 
one was built at Pentagoety another at St. 
John's River^ and a third at Port Royal: 
The fccond had Fort La Tour^ already built, 
to which was added another at La Heve : 
The third fatisfied himfelf with a good £)n-. 
trenchment at ChedabouSiou^ thinking it un« 
ncccflary to be at any Expence on the reft ql" 
the Eaftern Coaft, which bounding to the 
Gulf of St Lawrence y he judg*d was fuffi- 
ciently fecured by the Ifle of Cape Breton^ 
and the French Settlements at the Mouth of 
the Canada River, efpecially as it was not 
likely the Englijh would make any Attempts 
on that Side. 

In adjufting thefe Boundaries of th? whole 
Previooe^ it is very obfervable^ that as this 
.7' ' ^^ 
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was the firft: Time the French had an uncon- 
teftcd Right to Nova Scotia^ fo this was the 
Time when the juft Limits were firft autho- 
ritatively fettled by thcmfelves. Thefe then 

• muft be efteemed by them to be the ancient 
Limits, and thcfe are the ancientLimits afcribed 

TS il at prefent by the Englijh. 

The State of Nova Scotia^ or Acadie^ be- 
ing brought into fo good a Regulation, every 
Thing remained quiet for a confiderable Tim«, 
each of the Proprietors being induftrious to 
make the beft of his own Peculiar, and all 
growing rich upon the Profits of the Fifh and 
Furr Trades. 

But in the Year 1647 the Governors be- 
gan to quarrel with each other, and fell into 
civil Broils and DifTentions among themfelves, 
which paved the Way not only for thdr own 
Ruin, but alfo brought on the Lofs of the 
whole Province to their Mother Kingdom. .. 

One of thefe Governors called Charniji^ 
who fucceeded Razilliy growing richer and 
more powerful than the reft, and having by 
the original Conftitution fome Superintend- 
ancy like wife over the whole, formed a De-. 
fign of driving the other two out of their 
Demefnes, and of monopolizing the whole 
Trade to himfelf. 



^% 



( 6s ) 

In order to carry this into Execution, he be- 
gan with tranfplanting his Colony at La Heve 
to Port Royal, the Capital of the Weftern Di- 
vifion which had been given to young La Tour 
in Reward for* his Services above related ; 
f* there having gained this Point, the next Step 
he took was to feizc the Fort and Settle- 
ments upon St. yohn's Rher^ where La 
Tour refided, and having got Intelligence 
that the CommandanfJf(vas fallen into the 
Indian Manners of ncgledling to cultivate 
their Land, had taken out the greateft Part 
of his Garrifon to forage. He laid hold of 
this Opportunity, and march*d his Troops 
in order to furprize the Fort and take Pof- 
feffion of the rlace. 

Madam La Tour^ being left with a very 
. few Soldiers, was thrown into the greateft Con- 
fufion imaginable at this unexpedled Attack ; 
however flie loon recovered her firfl: Fright, 
and refolv'd to defend herfelf to the laft Ex- 
tremity. In effeft (he behaved fo well, that 
the Befiegers were beat off for the Space of 
three Days j but on the fourth I>ay, one of 
her Men, who was a Snmfs^ deferting his 
Poft, (he was informed, that the Enemy 
had fett the Ladders, and was going to fcalc 
the Walls there. Upon this Advice Ihe runs 
to the Place, mounts the Ram\jans^ a.wi 
(kcm hcrfcIf on the W^W ^X v\v^ ^^s:^^ cK ';JJ^ 
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her little Garrifon. The Befiegers feeing her 
Rcfolution, and at the fame Time obferviiig 
a greater Number of Men than they cx- 
pefted to have found there, concluded the 
Place was in a much better State of Defence 
than had been related to them. In this Dif- 
rofition they were induced to grant her A 
Capitulation on honourable Terms, in Pur- 
fuance of which the Fort was delivered up - 
to them. 

But the General, upon his Entrance into 
the Place, finding to what a Handful of Men 
he had given fo favourable a Compofition, 
and being nettled with the Diigrace it would 
throw upon his Charader, declared, that he 
was deceived and decoyed into the Agree- 
ment, 'and abfolutely. refuting to abide by the 
Articles, he feiz'd them all as Prifoners at 
pifcretion, and hang*d every Man of them 
except ojie, who laved himfelf by being 
Hangman to the reft. But what was ftill 
more (hocking, he obliged the Lady to at- 
tend during the whole Time of the Execu- 
tion with a Rope about her Neck. 

In this diftrafted. State of Affairs, while 
the three Eftatcs of the. Province were dif- 
puting the Poffeflion of their feveral Shares 
by the Sword, the Boftot4erSy who had re- 
ceived in a Courfc of feveral Years num- 
berleis Injuries and Infults in their Tifhery, 

madtf 
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made ufe of this Opportunity to difpoflcfs 
them of the whole, and in the Year 1654. 
a Fleet was fcnt from New Englandy which, 
in the then Confufion of the Country, mec 
with very, little Difficulty in reducing the 
Weftcrn and Southern Divifions, and having 
fccured La Heve^ Fort Royaly St. Johns- 
River, and Peniagoet^ returned home, not 
extending their Views fo far as to Chedabouc^ 
ton, which they were fatisfied lay at too great 
a Diftance to give them any Difturbance. 

In making this Conqueft the Boftoners 
look'd no farther than the Concerns of their 
own Intereft, and having driven thcfe Di- 
liurbers of their Trade out of that Part of 
the Country which iies neareft to New Rng-^ 
landy and by this Means fecurcd to them- 
felves quiet Enjoyment of the Fifhery, left 
the French in Poflcflion of the other Part, 
which was of equal Importance tp their Mo- 
ther Kingdom. 

By x\m impolitic Step the whole was loft 
not long after, in the Year 1664, by the 
Treaty oi Breda. For ihtFrencb finding ihemr 
felves at that Treaty in Poflcflion of one half 
of the Country, were encouraged by it to 
pretend a Clairnr to the whole^ which vyas 
accordingly granted to them under the fpe- 
clous Name of a Reftitution. The' Aft for 
/which was Cgned at J3oj?on b^ Svc W ^^cm^\^ 

1 2 ^^ 
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to the French Governor of Canada in the 
Year 1670. 

'Tis worth obferving, that in executing 
this Rcftitution Sir fVilliam hefitated a little 
about giving up Pentagoet^ which he al- 
ledg'd was not mentioned in the Treaty; 
but the Anfwer was, that a particular Re- 
cital of the Names of Places in the Treaty 
was both tedious and unneceflary, (ince it . 
was well known the Limits of that Province 
extended from Kinibequi to the River of 5/. 
Lawrence ; and in Purfuance of this Inter- 
pretation a Governor being appointed this 
Year by the French King over this Part ofNe^o 
France, his Government is ordained to ex- 
tend from Kinibequi to the faid River, over all 
the Country between thofe Limits, conform- 
able (thefe are the Words of the Patent,) to 
the Pofleflion taken of this Country in the 
Name of Lewis XIII. j^nno 1 630. So care- 
ful have the French always fhewn themfelves 
as often as it fcrved their Purpofes, in pre- 
ferving the antient Limits of Nova Scotia I 

Thus the French having negociatcd them- 
felves once more into the Pofleflion of ^- 
cadie, at lafl: pitch'd upon an eaiy and fure 
Method of fecuring it from another Revolu- 
tion. The Scheme was laid by the great 
Colbertj then Intendant of the Marine in 
France, who had projeded a Defign to 

*0!jea 
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ppexfi a Road to PentagoBt and St. John^i 
River ixom ^ebec^ io that a. continual In- 
tercQurfe might be carried on this Way be- 
tween the two Provinces, by which Means 
in cafe of any Difturbance or Invafion from 
the Englijh^ Afliftancc might arrive froni 
Cawda Time enough to prevent any irre- 
trievable Mifchief. 

Mr, Colbert had this Affair muclj at Heart, 
and to carry it into Execution fent one of the 
CommiiTaries of the Marine to make an exa<5i: 
Survey of every Part of the Country, which 
was accordingly executed with all poflible 
Diligence : But the People of Canada being 
at that Time forced into a War with the Iro^ 
quois IndtanSy this, together with a pefti- 
lential Diftemper, which fwept ofFvaft Num- 
bers of the Inhabitants, prevented, happily 
.for England^ any further Progrefs towarcb 
complcating this Project;. 

As we are much indebted to this War of 
the IroquoiSy which made a Diverfion fo fa- 
vourable for us, it will not -be amifs to give 
an Account of the Rife and Occafioa of it. 

One DupuySy a French Officer, having 
tranlplanted a Colony of French into a 
Village of thefe Indians^ there happened 
fome Time after a Fray to arife between 
ibrae Indians and the French^ wherein three 



of the latter were kiird. In order to pro^^ 
cure SatisftuSion for this Outrage, Dupuys 
caufed all the Iroquois in the Village to be 
put under an Arreft, of which their Country- 
men getting Advice, Aflcmbled tocher and 
furroundcd the Village in fuch Numbers, 
that the French were in no Condition to 
hazard a Battle, and, in fliort, had no Way 
left to lave their Lives but by Flight, and 
here too every Avenue for efcaping fcem*d to 
be block'd up, But, however, it was at laft 
cfFcfted by the folldwng very fingular Stra- 
tagem. 

One of the Methods the French had, oh 
their firft fettling in thefe Parts, made ufe of 
to wriggle thcnifclves into the Confidence of 
the Indians^ was to give their Children ifi 
Adoption to fome of the mod confiderable 
Chiefs among them. Thefe Adoptions were 
very frequent, and, among other Bfcnefitis 
common to them with thofc amongft the 
RomanSy had this particular Advantage, that 
the Privilcdges of the adopted Son were never 
attainted by Means of any War wherein the 
Fathers might take different Sides. Upon 
which Occafion thefe Children were often- 
times of great Service to their natural Fa- 
thers among the French, and perhaps never 
more f ban in the Cafe before us. 

One 



( 70 

One of thefc adopted Babes of Grace fee- 
ing his Countrymen brought to the Brink of 
Deftrudlion, went to his adopted Father, and 
told him, he was very much troubled with 
a great longing to have one of thofc kinds of 
Feafts where it was ordained that all the 
Viftuals prepared (hould be entirely confu- 
raed. He therefore made it his fond Re- 

?[ueft, that his Father would make fuch a Feaft 
or the whole Village 5 declaring withal, that 
if any the Icaft Morfcl fhould be left unde- 
voured, he verily believed he (hould not be 
able to furvive it. The tender-hearted harm- 
leis Savage replied, that he was extremely 
forry for his Child's Diforder, and could not 
endure the Thoughts of feeing him die upon 
any Account as long as it was in his Power 
to fave his Life : At the fame Time affur- 
ing him, that he would give Orders for fuch 
an Entertainment to be prepared whenever 
his Son pleafed, that he would alfo charge 
himfclf with the Care of making the necef- 
fary Invitations to the Guefls, and engaged 
his Word that the Company fliould not Itavc 
the leafl Scrap of any Thing unfwallovved. 
Upon this Promife the Younker fixt tlie 1 9th 
of March for the Feafl-day, thai being the 
Pay agreed on by the French to make their 
Efcape. 

In 
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In the clofe of the Evening the Feafl be-* 
gan, and in order to give the French an Op* 
portunity of getting Boats, which they had 
built privately for that Purpofe, near the Wa- 
ter, and putting their EfFeds into them, the 
Drums and Trumpets never ceafed playing 
in the loudeft Strains round the Hall where 
the Feafl: was held. As foon as the French 
had got every Thing in rcadinefs to go 
off, the young Man, on receiving the Signal 
agreed on, went to his Father, and told 
him, he could not help taking Compaflion 
of the Guefts, the greatefl: Part of whom 
had already begg*d for Quarter, and de- 
lircd to be excufed any further fluffing ; fay- 
ing he was willing they fhould leave the Vic- 
tuals, and go to repofe themfelvcs, and en- 
gaged to throw them all into an agreeable 
Sleep. The Guefts readily accepting this 
Kindnefs ; he took up his Guitafre and play'd 
fo fine a Lulla-by, that there was prcfently not 
a Soul of the Indians but what was fafl and 
found afleep. As foon as the Sharper had, 
with his Mufick, charm'd them, all into the 
Condition he dedred, while they all hyfom- ' 
m vinoquffepuiti, he flole away, and went to 
join his Countrymen on board the little Fleet 
of Boats^ which lofl nO Time in making 
their Efcapc to their Friends at Montreal *, 

f Next to S^bic, the principal Town in Canada. 



( 73 ) 

The Prencb^ for the ReafonS' already men- 
tioned, not being in a Condition to take care 
of Acadie^ in the Year 1 674 it fell into the 
Hands of a fingle Adventurer, who being 
conduced to Pentagoct by z Ntw England 
Pilot, attacked the Place with only a Handful 
of Men, which was in fo weak a Condition, 
that the Governor having the Misfortune to 
be fhot through the Body, the Garrifon, 
after . an Hour*s Refiftance, furrendered 
Prifoners at Difcretion. After this he fent 
a Detachment to. St. John's River to bring 
away the Commandant of the Fort at Jem-' 
fef, who met with no Refiftance in exe- 
cuting their Orders. Thus all Nova Scotia, 
of which thefe two Forts were at that Time 
the whole .Defence, lay at the Mercy of the 
Englijh. 

But this Enterprize not being countenanced 
by the Court of England^ thefe two Forts 
were delivered up tq the French not long af- 
ter ; at which Time a new Governor being 
appointed over Acadie in the fame Extent 
of it as had been claimed by the Treaty 
di Breda ^ his Rcfidence was fixed at Pert 
Royal '^ which was now made the Metropolis 
of the whole Province, 

After the furrendering of Pentagoety the 
BofionerSy in order to cover theii* new Settlc- 
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mcnts on this Side from the Irruptions of the 
Indians y found it ncccffary ta build a ftrohg 
Fort at Pemktiity a fmall Headland lying ia 
the Middle between Kinibequi and Penta^ 
goef. This was done without any Difturb- 
ance from their Indian Neighbours, for they 
being engaged in a War with the Iroquois^ had 
been oblig'd to enter into an Accommoda-* 
tion with the Englijh, who took this Oppor- 
tunity of fecuring themfclves from the ill 
Dcfigns of the French^ by fcizing Pentagoet^ 
St. John^s Rivcfy and Ptkrt Royal^ Anno 
1680, when the Englijh were a fifth Time 
Mafters of Nova Scotia. 

In the Year 1 686, King James IF. figa*d 
a Neutrality with Lewis XIV. for all North 
America \ in Confequcncc of which the 
French took the two Forts into their Hands 
again : But this Treaty not being underflood 
by the Englijh to extend to Pentagoet^ the 
Governor of New England difpoffefTcd them 
of that Fort the Year after, viz. in 1687, 
and the Boundaries of New England^ on 
this Side, were then fix*d at the River St. 
Croix. The Revolution that happened next 
Year in England^ and the War with France 
\n confequcncc of it, prevented this Place 
being delivered up again to the French^ 
who were in no Condition to eflfed it by 
Force. 

Mai$ 



(75) 

• 

Mais au defaut de la Force ilfaut employer 
la rjjfe. There happened at this Time to 
be a litde Chapel in a Village near Pent^-^ 
goet^ over which refided an Ecclefiaftic of 
great Zeal in the Miniflry, and a good Work- 
man in naking Converts. In (hort, he was 
a Man of a (hreWd Wit, and very adroit in 
managing the &ttrtts of the Indians. This 
true Father of the Order of Jefus forefeeing 
the imminent Danger that threatened his Craft 
from the regular Approaches made by the 
Englijh on this Side, efpecially from their Fort 
at Pemkuit, thought fit, though he knew 
thefe Indians were then at Peace with the 
Englijh^ to convene all the Savages within his 
Miffioii into the above-mentioned Chapel, 
and there with a melancholly Countenance, 
and in the moft moving Terms, he fet forth to 
them the reiUefs Ambition of their ufurping 
Neighbours, who were continually making 
Encroachments upon their Borders, and in- 
vading their Properties. He told them it was 
high Time they Ihould put a Stop to the 
Progreis of thefe Hercticks^^- and exhorted 
them by all the Ties of Religion and Liberty 
to aflcrt their own Indepcndancy, and afccr- 
tain to themfclves the Poffellion of that 
Country, their undoubted Right and anci- 
ent Inheritance, concluding with this Ma- 
fter-Jiroke of bis Art, that while they were 
employed in the noble and necefiary Work 



of vindicating their juft Rights, and laving 
the Lives of their Wives and Children, thefe 
fhould eftablifh a perpetual Rofary in the 
Chapel, and pray inceffantly, Day and Night; 
for their Succefs in this righteous Caufe. 

This Stratagem did not fail to have its dc- 
iircd Efrcdt upon the Savages, and a Hundred 
chofen Men among them affembling in the 
Chapel, made there a Vow at the Altar to 
n:)arch to Pemkuity and not to return 'till 
they had driven the Englijh out of that Fort. 
This Jlefolvc was carried into Execution, and 
being polTefTed in the Manner juft mcntion'd 
with a kind of defperate Brutality, they forced 
the Governor to a Capitulation, notwith- 
flanding the Fort mounted 18 Cannon, and 
had a ftrong Garrifon. This Expedition wad 
quickly followed by another, wherein the 
Savages abput St. yohrCs River and Pentagoet 
riilng in great Numbers march'd to Jt/w- 
bequi^ about which River the Englijh h2iA 
no lefs than fourteen fmall Forts, in tolera- 
ble good Condidon; all thefe they carried 
by Surprize, kill'd 200 Perfons, and brought 
away a confiderable Booty. Thus, by the 
folc Engineery of a Father of the Miflion, the 
French made thcmfelves Mafters of this Coaft, 
at a Time when they were not able to raife 
fifty Men for their own Defence *. This, it is 

* 

* About this Time they had applied for AiHilance to the 

Kirg of France^ apd rcceiv'd an A^jfwer puiporiine his J^r 

/^'V/'^iiuiiCi^irjrto fendU^emany. * - ' 
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obvious, was the true Reafon why they begun 
about this Time to talk of Acadie and Nova 
Scotia in ^more rcftrained Senfe than hitherto 
they had done ; Want of Power to prefervc 
the Coaft from Pentagoet to Kinibequi to 
themlclves, obliged them to call it the Coun- 
try of the Abenaquois Indiam. Thus by a 
neceflary Politique they facrificed that Part 
for a Peace-OfFering to the Indians^ in order 
to make a Barrier of it to favc the reft. 

This perfidious Conduft of the French 
fb much ihrag'd the Colony at Bojlon, that 
King IVilliams War breaking out at that 
Time, Governor Phipps refolved to make an 
abfolute Conqucft of the whole Province, 
and put it out of their Power to give him 
any Difturbance for the future. 

To compleat this Dcfign, three fmall Ships 
of Force, two Bomb Veficls, and Tranfports, 
with eight Hundred Land Forces oh board, 
were got rea.dy with all poflible Difpatch. 
With this Fleet the Governor came beibic 
Port'Royalj which furrendered without any 
Oppofition upon the following Terms : F/>/?{ 
That the Governor and Ga'rri fon Ihould be 
allow'd to march out with their Arms and . 
Baggage, and have a Veffel provided to carry 
them. to ^ebec. zdly^ The Inhabitants of 
theTown fhould remain in the quiet PofTeffion 
of their Eftates and Effeds, and that no Vio- ^ 
knee fhould be oflered to their Wives and 
Daughtcisr. 3^^, That the fiee Exstcvfe c£ 
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their Religion (hould be permitted to them, 
and that the Church fhould be preferv^d in^ 
violate. 

But Pbipps entering the Fort, there dif- 
covered feveral Concealments and Embez^ 
zlements, in manifeft Violation of the Arti-- 
clcs agreed on. The General, provoked by 
this unmilitary Proceeding, immediately fciz'd 
the French Governor, taking him and Eighty- 
eight Soldiers, with a Couple of Miffiona^ 
ries Prifoners of War ; but before he left 
the Place he convened the Inhabitants, and 
obliged them to acknowledge upon Oath 
King William and Queen Mary to be right- 
ful Poffeffors of the Crown oi England. This 
being done, he made his premiere Sergeant 
Governor, appointing fix of the principal 
Inhabitants for his Council. 

From hence he went ioLaHeve^ which he 
took Poflcffion of, and after'a few Days Stay 
there he proceeded to CbedabouBou^ where 
th^ Garrifon making a gallant Defence, he 
granted thefe People the fame Terms as he 
did at firft to thofe of Port Royal, and tran- 
iported the Commandant toPlacentia in New- 
foundlandy which was another Part of his 
Diftria. Having fctded every Thing here, 
to his Satisfaction, he fet Sail for the Gajpe 
Coaft, where falling in with a imall Ifland 
,caird the Needle's Eye^ near that Cape, he 
there plundered and ruin'd the only Settle* 
XQCDt the Trench had on that Coai|. Thus 
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haying, as he imagined, reduced the whole 
Province to a State of Subjcdlion and Tran- 
quility, he proceeded to ^ebec ^ but meet- 
ing there with a Repulfe, he was oblig'd to 
return home without eompleating his whole 
Xfefign. 

The Governor's ill Succcfs upon the C^- 
nada River revived the Spirits of the Nova 
Scotians^ and they loon recovered all that he 
had taken from them. 

While the New England Fleet ky at La 
Heve^ one Capt. FiUeaon, who had a Com- 
pany at Nova Scotia^ happened to arrive from 
France at Fort Royal^ where, finding the 
Place in the Hands of the Enemy, which 
was fo near him, removed crofs the Bay to 
yemfit^ on St. Johns River ^ carrying what 
was left of the Garrifon of Fort Royal aboard 
with him. The Captain arrived fafc at Jeni'- 
ft^ but leaving his Ship at the Mouth of the 
Rivsr, fhe was taken in the mean Time by 
the Englijh^ and carried away with all her 
Cargoc. 

Soon after this Villebon returned to France^ 
where reprefenting to his Court the Impoilr 
ance, as well as Facility, of recovering Acar 
die out of the Hands of the Englijh^ he un- 
dertook to cfFcdt the Thing with the Help 
of the Indians alone, without any Afliflance 
from the Crown, if it (hould pleafe his Ma- 
jcfty to appoint him Commandant of t\0 
Country. This Petition being wtli received. 
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he had a Commiflion made out for him id 
purfuance of it, and a Letter was put into his 
Hands for the Governor General of ^ebec^ 
in which was fignified, that his Majeity be- 
ing informed of the Attachment of the Aba-^ 
nequcis Indians to his Service, and alfo of 
their Courage and Enterprizes againft the 
Englijhy and being defirous to maintain the 
Pofleflion oiAcadie by the Afliftance pf thofe 
brave People, did hereby enjoin him to fur-? 
ni(h thenix with Arms and Ammunition, and 
fuch other warlike Stores as had been applied 
for by the Sieur Vilkbon, fending them to 
their own Houfes and Places of Abode, it 
being hisMajefty's Intention not togive^them 
the Trouble of fetching . thefe Neceffaries 
themfelves from ^ebec. 

With thefe Powers Villebon returned thi- 
ther, and being fupplied with eveiy Thing > 
aiccording to his Majefty's Orders, he fct Sail 
for Port Royal. In his Paffage the Frejtcb'^ 
man fell in with a New England Ship, and 
took her. She proved to be the Veffel that 
was carrying an EngUjh Governor to Nova 
tkotia^ whofe Name was Tyne, whom Vil^ 
kbon fent to ^cbec. 

Being arriv'd at Port-Royaly he entered 
the Place without feeing the Face of an Ene* 
my, and found . the Englif^ Standard upon 
the Fort, without fo much as a fingle Eng^ 
^ijhman to guard it. He pull'd it down there- 
fore^ andjaext Day aiTembling all the Inha-^* 

bitants 
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bitants of the Place, he fet up the French 
Standard, and took Poffeffion in Form of 
Port Royaly and all Acadie^ in his Majefty's 
Name, AnnOy 1691. However, not having 
a lufficient Force of French to maintain this 
Port, he rctir'd . again to Nexoat, upon St. 
John's River, waiting for the Succours which 
were promifed to be fent from France to put 
Port'Bff^al once more into a defenfible State. 
In the mean time the Abenaquois ftimulated 
by the Condefcenfion and Geherofity of their 
Ally the King of France^ committed pro- 
digious Spoil and Rapine in New-Englandy 
dcfolating the Country for the Compafs of 
Fifty Leagues. Phippi well-knowing the 
true Author and Fountain of all this Mifchief, 
as well as the weak and indefenfible State he 
was in at that time, difpatched privately a 
• fingle Ship to furprize Villehon^ and carry him 
away from his Fort. But the Ship being 
dcfcried at fome Diftance, a Detachment of 
French and Indians were fent to the fmall Fort 
at the Mouth of the River, wliere the Cap- 
tain of the Ship finding them lodged and ex- 
pefting him, thought proper to retire without 
hazarding the Difgrace of a Defeat, and thus 
the Attempt mifcarried. 

However, Phipps was confoled in fome 
meafure for that Lofs, by the gaining of Pern- 
kuit^ which was taken this Ycar^ by a 
Party of new Settlers on that Side of Ne'-J! 
England. And Vilkbon alfo tnct vvirh 

L *. ^ 
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a Rebuko before this Fort, foon after ; for 
two Sloops being fent froip France next Year 
1692 to fluebecj upon another Projedfc 
which they arrived too late to efFedl, that 
they might not return home without do- 
ing fomething, it was agreed they fhould 
attack Pemkuit by Seia, while Vilkbon be- 
fieged it by Lands but the Sloops coming 
ivithin a fmall Diftance of the Place, found 
an Englijh Man of War lying at Anchor un- . 
der the Cannon of the Fort, at which Sight 
they thought fit to fleer another Courfe. 

The State of this Country remained in thi$ 
Situation for fomc time; the Englifh appeared 
to have little to fear, and defired nothing more 
than to remain in the quiet PoiTeffion of their 
Habitations, and to purfue their Trade. With 
this pacific Intention Pbipps had, by Prefents 
and Promifes engaged the Indians to enter ^ 
into Preliminary Articles, for a Treaty of 
Peace and Accommodation with the Englifh^ 
and the Matter was brought fo near to a happy 
Iflue, that in 1694, two of the 7/?^//^/? Chieft 
had appointed to meet the Governour, or his 
proper Deputy, in order to fettle the definitive 
Treaty. In Purfuance to this Agreement, 
ThippSy having firft taken Hoftages, went in 
Perfon to accelerate the Conclufion of an Af- 
fair of fo great Importance . 

Nothing could have defeated a Defign of 
fo good a Tendency, and fo ripe for Execu- 
tion^ but |he ever waking Vigilance and reft- 

Jefi 
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lefslnduftry of Mr. Thury^ the Miffionaryat 
Pentagoef^ already fo much diftinguifhed. 
This Man of God found out the Secret of 
drawing one of the Chiefs off from his moft 
ibiemn Engagements with the Englijh^ and not 
content with this, thb* that Chief had already 
declared on the Side of Peace, yet he wrought 
fo powerfully upon his Spirit, that this very 
Sagamot2AitA aParty of two Hundred and fifty 
Indians about Pentagoet and St. John's Ri- 
ver, and being joined with fome AuxiKaries^ 
of another Miffion in the Neighbourhood, 
thefe Bravoes march'd with one Villieu a 
Frenchman at their Head, and penetrating 
to the River Pefcadoue not above twelve 
Leagues from Bojlony they flew Two Hun- 
dred and fifty New Englandmen, arid burnt 
fifty or fixty Houfes. 

After which, a Party of them marched far- 
ther into the Country, and in three Days 
came up to a Fort within the Purlieus of 
Bojlon, and carrying the Place, committed 
great Cruelties and Devaftations in the Coun- 
try, up to the very Gates of that Capital. 

Thefe Outrages and Infults, at a Time 
when Things feemed to be in a State of gene- 
ral Tranquility, fo enraged the Bo/loners^ that 
not fufpedling the Snake in the Grafs, they 
laid the Fault upoft the Governour, and great 
Murmurings were rais'd againft him on thi& 
Account. Wherefore, to "appcafe the Po- 
pulace, as well as to procvite S^u^l^^^^ ^^^ 

La 
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thefe Injuries, Phipps refolved to repair to 
Pemkuit 2l fecond Time. Upon his Arrival, 
he fent a Meflage to thofe Chiefs who had 
entered into the former Treaty^ requiring two. 
of their People who had been concerned in the 
Attack of the firft Fort, fignifying to them, 
that unlefs this Demand was complied with, 
he fhould look upon them all as Accomplices 
in the late Hoftilities committed againft the 
Law of Nations, at a Time when they had 
given their Word Nothing of That Kind 
fhould be attempted j adding that he was in 
a Condition at Pemkuit^ to revenge the Per* 
fidy. 

Thefe Menaces threw the Indians into no 
fmallEmbarrafsmen tj They had given Hoftagcs 
to the General, and their Relations were Pri- 
foners at B^(?« 5 the long expcfted Succours 
from France were not yet arrived, and the 
French Fleet, which lately came upon the 
Coaft of Acadie^ had lacked about and were 
gone off, which manifeftly (hewed the Su- 
periority of the Englijb. AH thefe Circum- 
ilancesput the Savages upon ferious Refledlions, 
and ftaggered their Refolution fo much, that 
^ they began to balance what Side to take ; 
at laft, the greateft Part of them declared 
their Opinion, that they ought to fend their 
Excufcs to the Governor of New England for 
what was paft, and to aflure him that, for the 
future, he ihoold have noreafoa $o complain 
of them. 
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Thus the French were once more upon the 
Point of loofing their Barrier, andthemfelves 
with it, wlien the redoubtable Father T^bury^ 
who had favcd his Country twice before, 
out of the Jaws of the Lion, ftept in at this 
critical Jundlure, and a third Time ^averted 
the impending Ruin. 

. Being advertized of the Mifchief that was 

brewing againil them, he ran about to all the 

Chiefs, rous'd the Courage of fuch as were 

intimidated, and inflamed the Spirits of the 

moft cautious and wary amongft them, fetting 

before their Eyes the dreadful Abyis into 

which they were going tb precipitate them- 

felves, by receiving into their Arms a Nation 

whofc Want of Faith they had fo often of late 

experienced, to whom they had already done 

too much Mifchief ever to be forgiven by 

them, and who, in fhort, flood in fear of 

them fo much, as to make it a Point of their 

Politique^ utterly to deftroy and exterminate 

them as foon as they fhould find them no 

longer fbpported by the French. 

Wherefore, in die prefent Exigency, he 
counfeUed tliem to (hew a fair Face, and 
amufe the common Enemy with fpecioua 
Promifes *till they had got in their Harveft ; 
which done, he feid, the People might with- 
draw^ intoiheir Retreats in the Woods, whi- 
ther it would be impoffiblc for the EngUJh to 
follow them. This Advice was well re-' 
liCbed^ and as well executed by tbft ^^n\v 
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and Mr. Villieu^ aforc-mentioned, at the 
feme time engaged with feveral of the Chiefs 
to follow him to ^ebeCy where they pre- 
' fen ted the Governour- General, with the 
He^ds of the Englijh^ whom they had flain 
at Pefcadoue, and renewed their Proteftations 
of an inviolable Fidelity to him. 

Sometime after this, in the Year 1695 
Stvtn of thefe Chiefs, at the Inftigation of 
the French^ came to Pemkuit with a white 
Flag, and, demanded to have their Hoftages 
and Prifoners reftored, but when the Authors 
of the lately mentioned Ravages were required 
in Exchange by the Garrifon, the Indians 
went away, loudly finging to Arms, and 
vowing they would do the Englijh all the 
Mifchicf that lay in their Power. 

And the next Year, 1696, two Men of 
War arriving from France^ with orders to at- 
tack Pemkuit^ they were joined by feveral 
Hundred of thefe Indians under French 
Leaders, who were the chief Means of their 
furrendering the Fort to the French \ for the 
Governor, one Chubby well jcnowing the 
mercilels Brutality of thefe SaVages, finding 
himfelf over- power *d with Numbers, was 
induced to capitulate upon thefe Terms, That 
himfelf and Garrifon fhould be convoy'd to 
Bofton^ and exchanged againfl: the French 
and Savages who were Prifoners there; and 
that, in executing this, they fhould have a 
fu&c^t Qu^a to fecure them againfl the 
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Fury of the Savages. This done, the French 
entered the Fort, difmantled it, and laid it ia 
Ruins. 

Thefe two French Men of War, who had in 
their Paffagc taken the Newport^ an Englijb 
Sloop of 24 Guns, were in their Return from 
Pemkuit chafed by an Englijh Fleet of feveri 
Sail, which theycfcaped by keeping clofc to the 
Shore. The EngUJh continued their Courfe 
towards Nova Scotia^ and coming to an An- 
chor before BeaubaJJin or CognitoUy they burnt 
the Town to Aflies, and forced the Inhabi- 
tants to acknowledge upon Oath King Wil^. 
Ham and Queen Mary to be lawful Sove- 
reigns of Great Britain. The Fleet pro- 
ceeded afterwards to St, John's River^ but 
meeting with a Rebuke before Fort Nexoat^ 
they return'd to Bojion. 

The Peace of Ryfwic being concluded 
next Year, Anno 1697, CommifTaries were, 
appointed, in Purfuance to that Treaty, for 
fettling the Limits between Nova Scotia and 
New England^ which were then fix'd by 
them at St. George's River^ lying between 
Pemkuit and Pentagoet^ this was executed 
by proper Deputies in North America in the 
Year 1700. 

The French having a third Time ihuffled 
themfelvcs into PoiTeffion of Nova Scotia, 
a proper Perfon was fent to review and fettle 
the State of the Country, and Fort Nexoat, 
at St. John's River being found fp far fron^ 
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feeing fufficicnt for the Security of the whole 
Province, that it was not able to defend the 
few French Habitations along its Banks, it 
was thought proper to remove the Garrifoa 
to Port RoyaL 

In 170 f, it was fo confidently talk'd at the 
Cburt oiVer failles^ that His Majcfty had come 
to a Refolution to make a folid and firm Efta- 
blifhment at Acadie^ by peopling and forti- 
fying the Country, that the 3ifliop of ^ebec^ 
who was at that time in France^ entered into 
an Agreement with fome of the Seminaries 
there for furnifliing the Province, on that Oc- 
cafion, with a proper Corps of Ecclefiafticks. 
But Queen Anne's War breaking out while 
this Affair was negociating^ it put an End' 
to that Scheme. 

In the Year 1704 the Bc/ioners came agaia 
before Port Royal^ but being repulfcd there, 
went up the Bayof M/>7i?j to Pigignuit^znd af- 
terwards proceeded to Beaubajin\ from whidr 
Places they carried oflF about fifty Prifoners of 
both Sexes, and fome Booty, but hardly fuffici- 
cnt to balance the Expcnce of the Expedition, 

The ill Succefs of this Enterprize put the 
French again into high Spirits, who immedi- 
ately fct on their never- failing Tools the Abe-- 
naquois Indiarts, to make frefti Irruptions in- 
to New England^ where thefe People com- 
mitted fo many brutifti and intolerable Cm- 
cltics, that Mr. Dudley^ who was then Go- 
vernor of Bo/lon, reiblved, if pofiible, to ex- 
terminate 
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leitriinate *hc Fr^«rj&, the true Authors oiF 
all this Mkchief out of Nova Scotia. 
• Wkh -this Defign he prepared a very ftrong 
Armament, confifting in the whole of 21 
Sail of Ships, with a fufficient Number c^ 
Forces on board, which were got ready with 
fo much Diligence and Secrecy, that the fir^ 
Notice which the Grfrrifon at Port Royai had 
of it was the Sight of the Fleet at the En.- 
trancc of the Bajbn. Nothing could hayp 
defeated an Enterprise fo well concerted^ 
but fome Jcaloiifies that arpfe between the 
6ea and Land Forces, who being carried 
to the Attack in this ill Humour, were qafily 
put into Difordcr, and oblig'^l to retire. The 
Fleet in its^Return ftopt at JPaJc(idciuej upoij 
*fee Borders of New England^ jvhehcetheGe- 
ficral difpatch'd a Meflenger to acquaint Mr. 
Dudley with this Misfortune, and the trjip 
CSaufe of it. The Governor, inflam'd with th^ 
©ifgrace, prepared an Armament ftronger thaii 
€he firft, who made a fccond Attempt that 
feme Year on the fame Pl^ce, but with n9 
better Succefs than the firft, chiefly occafi- 
Oned by the Mifonderftanding which ftilj 
-continued between the Fleet and the Army, 

After this Mr. JPudley repaired to England^ 
where he reprefented the i\\ State of Affaire 
in thefe Parts, efpecially fince thefe two laft 
'Mifcarriages, and the Miniftry being ccm- 
vinc'd of the Neceflity .of doing fomething' 
that fliould be decifivc in Nova Scotia^ 
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^ctcrmin'd, at any Expcnce, to "fend thither 
a Force that fhould be fufficient to effed:uate 
the abfolute Cbnqueft of the whole Province, 
In confequence of this Refolution a Fleet 
was equipped, confifting of four Ships of fixty 
Guns, two of forty, and one of thirty-fix 
accompanied with three Thoufand Land 
Forces, under the Connnand of General Ni- 
colfon, who came before Port Royal in 1710. 
Notwithftanding this ftrong Armament, the 
Fort being greatly afliiftcd by the Savages^ 
held out for twelve Days, and at laft fur- 
rendered upon the fame Terms that had beei^ 
granted by Phipps in 1690. 

The Indians now began to grow cool to- 
wards their old Friends and Allies. The 
taking of Port Royal, in the Defence of which 
all their Strength had been exerted, had at laft 
opened their Eyes, and they found, that the 
Notion which had been always carefully in- 
filled into them of the Superiority of the 
French^ proved only an empty Amufement. 
The French feeing them in this dangerous Po« 
fition, difpatch'd a Courier to ^ebec to in- 
form the Governor- General of it, and fct 
before him the Neceffity of fending a proper 
Force for the recovering of Acadie^ the Lofs 
of which, they £iid, would foon be followed 
by that of Canada, and all l<it'W France, af- 
furing him withal, that they had only fub- 
mitted to the Englijb for Fear of being di« 

. fturbed 
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ihirbed in getting in their Harvcft ; but that 
they ftili retained an inviolable Attachment 
for their natural Prince, who had not bctr 
tcr Subjedts than . they were in any Part of 
his Dominions. . 

• The Governor-General not having it in his 
Power to do better, fent them a Couple of 
Miflbnaries3 provided with fuitable Cordials 
to revive the drooping Spirits of the Savages j 
and thefe two Gentlemen laboured the Point 
with ib much Diligence and Succefs, that 
they prcfently brought them into a .proper 
Temper for revolting. Animated with this 
Succefs in recovering i\\c Indians^ the French 
refufed to comply with the Terms which 
•had been made at the furrendering of the 
Fort, and the Garrifon feeing them perfift 
in their Obftinacy, fent a Detachment of 
lixty Men, with an Engineer, and fix other 
Officers under the Command of the Major 
of the Place, in order to force them to a 
Cbmpliance ; but forty Indians getting No- 
tice of the Dcfign, march'd thro* the Woods, 
and falling upon them at a narrow Pafs in 
the River, kill'd every Man of them, not 
leaving fo much as a Man to carry the News 
' to Port Hoyal. 

- The French being encouraged by their 
Suecels, affembled together to the Number 
:o£fivB Hundred, . arid, being joined by a great 
manySayages, invefted .the Fort ^ at the fame 
\Tiinc>th€y difpatqbM a Meflenger to Mr. 
•. ': Ma OiSc v^ 



CoftobeUe^ the Go^rerfitft of Plocmiia^ in 
Newfoundland^ requdftJftg m\y tm Officer to 
be at the Hettd of thfefn^ ind they engaged 
to redttce the Fort, and all Acadie^ without 
any farther Affiftance. But Mr. CoftAelh 
having Work enodgh fibSr his Officers where 
he was, cdiild not anfwer thek Dedi^nd^^d 
for Want of a proper Cowinnander to. :lead 
thenfi 06, they were forced to retire. 

Soon after this, in the Year 17 12, Wm 
figned the Peace of TJtretbt^ by which a per^ 
petual Ceffion is made to England of Acadie^ 
or Nova Scotia^ in its full Extent, acced- 
ing to its ancient Limits^ together with Port 
Royaly now called Annapolis Rdyaly and aU 
its Dependancies ^ what thofe Dependant 
cifs,^ and what thofe ancient LifHtts arCy I 
prefume fufficiently appears from the Courie 
of this Hiftory. 

AU this Part of the Continent upon Nenjo 
England to St. Lawrence River being now 
cpnfirm'd to the Englifh by Treaty, thcrt 
was no Room to apprehend any further Tf^ 
fturbancc from the French^ and the New 
England People began to fettle about the Ri- 
ver Kinihequiy anaong th^ Indians ^ by whoib 
they were not only freely admitted at firft, 
but gladly received, on Account of iheB^ne^ 
fit they received from the IntermixttuVi its 
well in the Article of Trade, ' as 10 tbe 
Improvement of their Minds aod MfaonerBr; 

Sar the E?^li/b built ScbctoU ia tb»JGoimtty 

fee 
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for the Edudiliod of thdr Thuthj zhd €tn^ 
ploy'd proper Paftors to mftrnd the fj^br^ 
Sort Id the Principkis of Moi^y and Rdn 
gion. 

Thus Things went dn very fmootbly fot 
k wbile^ but after fotne Years received a Check 
which was littte fuf^ycaed. There ha|>pened 
to be amotig theie Indians one Caftihy a 
Mujiee {xatA^ French Fathcf upon tiVxIndiM 
Woman* This Man had takeh upon binl« 
ielf to be thiir Governor^ and bad great In"" 
fluence and Authority with, them ctti Account 
of the Proximity of his Blood on one Side^ 
arid th£ SupericHity of his Ekti'adion on the 
other. This Governor (for fo he was in Ef*^ 
fe£t) had alwaysi look'd with a malevolent 
Eye upon the growing State 6f the Englijh 
km tMs Side, and refolved, if pofiible, im 
nip it in the Bud : For this Purpofe he in- 
filfed into the Indians a Jealouiy of their new 
HofVs> from the Numbers which, he faid^ 
they might obierve were continually creeping 
in amongft thtm^ afiuring them^ they only 
waited for an Opportunity of picking a Qijarr 
itl in order to ddftroy them all^ The Indir 
anSj naturally jealous of all the Europeans 
in this Particular, needed tio other Incentive 
taxi prefently be^n to parly with the En^lijb 
for fettling and building Forts upon thea: 
Lbnds. To this it was anfwered^ that th/e 
King of. Ftance :had given up that Country 
dfoi: e^et. ta the Qown oi England. 
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Startled and piqued with this News, they 
immediately betook thcmfelves to the.Gover^ 
nor-General of Canada^ heing determined to 
cxpoftulate the Matter with him, but he 
Well underftanding their Foible, eafily pacified 
them, and fent them away well contented 
with this Anfwer, That the Treaty of Utrecht 
made no mention of their Country; an 
Evafion which 'tis no wonder they had not 
Eyes enough to fee into ; on the contrary, 
they took the Words in their plain and un- 
difguifed Senfe, After this, the Indians grew 
very troublefbmc, and began to pilfer the 
Cattle that beloqged to the Englijh^ who 
knowing the (horteft Way of putting an End 
to this Proceeding, would be to fecure fome 
of them, and keep them as Hoftages for the 
good Behaviour of the reil, took that Method 
with them. 

Nettled with this Piece of Juftice, the 
above* mentioned Caftin fpirited them up to a 
Revolt, and ading in a doubk Capacity, both 
as Governor of the Country for the King of 
France^ and Chief Sagamo among tbe/«* 
dians^ he appeared at the Head of a nume^ 
rous Body of them, and demanded their 
Hoftages to be releafed. The Englijh fixing 
their Eyes upon the Leader, in the firft 
Place fecured him, and after keeping him fc^ 
veral Months Prifbner, obliged him for his 
own Safety to go (happily for bimielf) and take 
jx>fi[efIion of a good paternal Eftate at Beam 
w France. The 
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The only Incendiary that was left after 
Cajiin^ was a Miflionary named RaJIe^ who 
had been let alone hitherto, on account, of 
the Sacrednefs of his Character and Office. 
but finding him, at this Juncture, very hxxif 
in fbwing in fecret the Seeds of Sedition, and 
oppofing their Clergy, who made it their Bu- 
iineis chiefly to inftill into the Indians the 
firft Principles of Virtue and Common Ho- 
neily^ and had treated with Indignation the 
Doftrine of Sacraments, Purgatory, Invocation 
of Saints, and all thofe Pradices that are to 
^pply the Place of true Piety and Religion in 
the Romifh Church, this apoftolical Preacher 
of Sedition, and Seducer of the People, was 
taken and hang'd up, as being PeJ/imus Hojiis 
humani GeneriSy a Violator of the L^w of 
JMations, and a Perverter of the Gofpel of 
Chrift, 

While thefe Things were tranfadling in 
JJortb America, the King oi France, to make 
* a Shew of doing fomething for thefe Indians^ 
.pretended to find a Flaw in the Words of the 
Treaty of Utrecbty with regard to the Limits 
of Nova Scotia^ and Commiflaries were 
named by both Crowns, in the Year 17 19, 
to adjuil that Difference ; but the French hav- 
ing made ufe of thefe Tools of their Poli- 
ticks while they could be of any Service to 
.them, now plainly fhewed they had never been 
the real Objed of their Care, for thefe Com- 

miflaries 
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miffarics ncv?r met, and tbe AiFak died awaji 
without any farther Nptice. 

In the Year 1720, Col. Richards was ap* 
pointed Governor of N^'yofoundlandy and Nova 
Scotia y where, being juftly offended with the 
pert and fancy Behaviour of the ^rerifh In- 
habitants, he had a rpind tp bring them inCp 
better Manners, and began by fortxidding thegi 
idl Commerce with thel fland of Cafe Breton. 
After which, he ordered that they fliould 
all within a limited Time acknowledge them- 
fclves Freeholders under the Crown of Qreaf 
Britain* But they immediately affemfbled tp- 
gether, and let the Governor know, that 
they looked upon themfdves to he indepen- 
dent on the Crown of England^ and heij! 
the Title to their Lands by a Grant froqjt 
the King of France^ their lawfui Sovereign 5 
and that if he proceeded, to puih them tP Ex- 
tremities, he mould find them Savages in B.?- 
ality. 

Before this, and fopn after the Peace of 
Utrecht, they had furnilhed the Colony of CijfV 
Breton with Wive3 for the better peopling 
of that lOand : And lately, in the Yeat 
1746^ being affifted by Monfieur Junmtiere^ 
who fuccceded to the Command of the rrenc^ 
Fleet, after UAnville's Death, they made a 
a dangerous Attack upon the New England 
Auxiliaries, at Minas j fo that upon all Op- 
cafions they have made good dieir Words 
g^vetx Iniyii^ to the Governor of ^ebec^ 

that 
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that notwithjtanding they bad been obliged fb 
fubmit^ out (f Ndceffity^ to the Englifh, for 
their prefent Safety^ yet His Majefiy ^France, 
bad not better SubjeSis than they were in any 
JPart of his Dominions. 

However, at prefent, they profefs them* 
fclves to be in a State of Neutrality betweea 
the Two Crowns ; but the eftablifliing of a 
civil Government there, conformable to His 
Majefty's gracious Intention, is the only Me- 
thod of bringing them under a proper Re- 
gulation, and convincing them of the DifFe-^ 
rcnce between a legal Toleration and an ejla^* 
blifhed Independency. 

The Importance of the Country being fuf- 
ficiently demon ilrated in the foregoing Nar^ 
rative, let us turn our Eyes towards the new 
Settlers, and examine what Encouragement 
there is for them to leave their native Coun- 
try, and tranfplant themfelves thither. 

This Point turns upon two Articles, firft, 
what Produdls are to be met with there ; 
as alfo what others the Soil is kindly for pro- 
ducing towards their Support on their Arrival ; 
and in the next Place, what are the Commo-, 
dities there by which they may expeft to im-- 
prove, and advance their Fortunes hereafter. 

With Regard to the firft. It is a great En- 
couragement to them that the Produce in 
clearing the Land will eafily be converted mto' 
S^p Timber. Planks, Mafts. DeaUEo^^xd^^ 
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Shingles, Staves and Hoops, bcfides Pot-afhes j 
whichbeingcarricdtoMarket witl furniihthem^ 
in return, vntb Horfes, Cattle, Hog» and other 
^eqeflaries^ ta fiock the Land when ftibdtied« 
After which, all they have to do, iatoranib 
Corn and Grafs to feed the Stock j m whicK 
Culture they will find the Soil generally ib 
fertile as afaandantly to anfwer the PuSob be^ 
fiiowed upon it. In the onean time the J»- 
dians^ for a few Beads, and other fucb Tiri- 
f^j will fiipply them with every thiiig that 
the Woods and Waters afbrd 

What thefe are, I have already memioned, 
and fhall only ^d fome few Fifb which are 
peculiar to the Country, as firft a FbttaUy a dat 
Fifh, like zPkice^ but fivePeet long; the Head 
is a Painty. Another, caSAcA Lmc^mety be« 
jpg a Species of the Cuttk-^Fi/h i it is • good 
Bating drefied any way but makes alt tho 
S^uce as black as Ink ; there is alfo the 
Gobergc^ the SiS^Pkice^ th^ Rtquiemi the 
Dog-Fijh. Add to this, that the Lakes* 
abound with large Salmm*Vfrout^ and Tor* 
tdUes. 

. There arc (everal Lakes, the diicf of 
which is that of Rojigml^ being irregularly 
round 'tis three Leagues acrofs ; it lies at the 
Bead of that River, and near to a fmall Lake, 
from which runs a fmall River down to Port^ 
Bf^al. There are three other Lakes in the 
IVtarjihes, ©ear the French Settlements aboot 
ihe Bottom of the Bay of AfWxi andaiix^ 
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Ues at the Xlead of the Hiver Anttgomkbig . 
about thirty Miles from ChedabouSou. There 
are aUb ieveral on St. ^xAn^s Jkiver^ and 
that W" lUjiigpuche. 

41lfe Hrefis arc not fo well peopled with 
Fowls as the Lakes and Rivers are with Fi&» 
yet neither do thefc want their Merit. jP^r-* 
/r^sjpf and Cnms^ both the Red and Black 
Ganu;^ am found here ^ as alfo iS/z/^^i and 
ibme Wotklcocks ^ but theie laft are very rare« 
And befides what have been taken notice of 
above, Iverc are Cygnets, Turkeys, Moorhens^ 
Getfi and Crnne% both the White and the 
Grey Sort^ theie are indeed finewy, and 
coarfc eating from the Sjrit, but make exccl- 
UntBouillL Pidgeons, Sparrows, Larks &y 
about in Pknty : But what excells all, is the 
Ortolatiy juftly fo called from its delicate 
Flavour. This Bird is the firift Harbkiger 
of the -Spring, for as foon as the Snow be- 
gins to refolve, and leave theCroundliere and 
tncre open in Ibme few Patches, they crowd 
in large Flocks upon it, and you may kin as 
many as you pleafe. The Cock Bird, 
tho' Afh-cobured on his Back, jFet, becaufe 
he has a White Belly, goes by ^c Name of 
^he IVhite Bird ; he is the beft Singer, and 
has the fwcetcfl Note of any of the fcathcr'd 
Family that gladden thefe Woods ; for tbe 
Nightingale here has but half lus own Note, 
the other iialf isihared by the little Wren. 

N a Bu< 
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.But of this Species, the greatcft Curiofity 
here is the Humming^Bird j of this there arfc 
two Sorts, one of which is Littlenefs itfclf, be- 
ing, with all its Feathers, no bigger than a 
Lady^Bird, The other makes a ftrong Ting- 
ling in your Ears, like the Buz of a Blue Bottle 
Fly^ which he does not much exceed in Size, 
his Claws, being about an Inch long, look like 
fb many fine Needles j his Beak is the fame, 
which however is but a Cafe to another much 
finer, which he unflieaths and darts into the 
Bottom of Flowers, to fuck their Honey, 
which is his Food. In (hort, this Creature 
deferves to be called, Dame Nature's Trin- 
ket ; he carries a moft beautiful Black Tuft 
upon his Crown, his Bread glows with a 
rofe coloured Red, under which appears 
a Belly white as Milk j his Back, Wings and 
Tail are of a Rofe Bufh Green, enriched with 
a refulgent Shade of Gold, and an imper* 
ccptible Down throws over the whole Plu- 
mage, an undulating Softnefs and Bloom^ 
which is inexpreffibly delicate. 

I am not writing the Natural Hiftory of 
this Country ; and therefore, with regard to 
Reptiles^ I fhall juft mention only the Rattle 
Snake^ which is feen here as in other Parts 
of North America^ and too well known to 
need any Defcription. I (hall only take No- 
tice, that he is naturally fliy, and never at- 
tacks a PaiTenger unlefs he be irritated. Hb*^ 
Bite is very venomousj and was eileem'd in«> 
^ * curable 
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curable till, not many Years ago, in th^ 
Parts was luckily difcovcred a .Plant, froin kij[ 
Ufe called the Rat tk- Snake Plants which- 
bruifed, and laid upon the Wound in the 
Form of a Poultice, proves an Antidote to 
the Poifon. This Plant is eafily diftinguiflied,^ 
and I fhall not think much to give a De«» 
fcription of it : The Stalk is round, and nfes 
with a Bulk a little bigger than that of Goofc. 
Quill to the Height of three or four Foot, 
where it is culminated by a yellow. Flower 
of a fweet Smell, and in Shape and. Size like 
^ common fingle Daify. The Leaves, which 
are a very narrow Oval, are fupported by a 
Pedicle about an Inch long growing out of 
the Joints of the Stalk over-againft each o- 
ther by Five and Five, in the Form of a 
Turkey-foot. 

In an uninhabited Country there \s little 
Danger of Want of Wood and Timber 
enough for Building. This is the Ufe of 
Trees after they are felled ; but they likewife 
ferve another very good Purpofe while ftand- 
ing, as they indicate the Nature and Quality 
of the Soil which they grow upon. 

On approaching this Coaft, the firft Objeds 
that ftrike your Eye are the PineSy the Firrs^ 
and the Cedars. The Pine makes one 
Branch of the foreign Traffic of this Coun-- : 
try, and is not much ufed otherwife. In 
this Place it falls under our Confideratioa 
only as an Indicator of the Soil where it 
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r», vvlflai Is Tfttlccd toy roar and. unapt 
profludng any kinfl oF CKiin, Ijeing a 
Mixttrrc rf Oratrd and Sand with Potters 
Clay. 

The firt here k of foor Sorts. TTie JSrft 
icfettibles tHirs } the thite others are diflin- 
^AitA hito the ft^te, ReJ, and Peruffe^ 

Tht fFbite and P^ra^ are fit fbr 1Ship.Ma% 
(S^jecially the Wiftte^ whfch alfo makes ver* 
good Carpemers Ware when broke up. ft 
gtt>W9 cofWttoftly in unmixt Land, where 
the iSoil is black, arid X^en drained yields 
good Com. The Wobd rf the Red fe quite 

diflcrcnt from that of the tfbite^ being clofer 
and maSive, and makes good Beams in 
Buildings. This is found upon a Gravel 
rtiifed with Tobacco-pipe Clay. The Pe^ 
rujfe bears the Weather beft of aily, and for 
that Reafon is ufed in Paling and Enclofures^ 
It loves a white Clay. Frofti this is made 
the Peruffej .or Spruce -Beer ^ (<> well knowa^ 
for its excellent Quality in healing firuifet 
both external and internal 

. Here are two kinds of Cedars, ^hiii afid 
Red. The firft has the largeft Body ; it 
makes good Paling, but is moftly ufed for 
Shingles to cover Houfes, on Account of 
its Lightnefs. The R:ed is neither fo tall 
nor fo large bodied as the White \.\mxX the 
moft fenfible Difference between them lies in 
the SmelL The laft being in the Wc)od j 

whereas 



( 1^3 ) ^ 

whereas the fir(l is enly in the Leav^^ whidj^ 
pvc a di&grwa&fe Scent of ftrem^ P^rfbiM^ 
The Cedar ^ tfpcciiMy the V^ife, indknte^ t 
very ricbLoam. 

The Oi9/^ is fikewi£& el^edl into two gpr^ 
ATi^ an^ Afi/; The firft i^s ofeen feqpd b. 
k^^^ moift Land, wl^ieh li^ fertilcr, and kip4^ 
ly to fwodnee all Sorts of Ccfn and Fulfe. 
The Red^ wherfc Wood is Je|& yahicda, ^rqv^s 
» a dry, gfarclfy^ hupgrjr 5oil Both bctt( 
Aeoms ^tke« 

The ilf^/f ts exqeeding eon^noon ia thn 
Omntry, and furntfljcs^ the beft WoocJ j^ 
Hottfhofcl Firrnitorie, as Chairs, Tables, &c. 
The Sap of this Tree is ufed herQ as a Re-^ 
^le in their Entertainments. It is of a 
whitifli Colour, but very clear/ and is. ex* 
tfcmely refrefhing and pleafant, leaving ia 
the Mouth a fwett\ih agrecgi.blp Rclilh. It is 
alio very falutarjr and pa3»nl. The Indians 
give it two or three Boilings, which bring It 
into a Syrop, and with a Tittletnore boiling 
and fcumming it wiji go into the Confiflcpce 
of Sugar, and ferve very well for Kitchea. 
Uft. Perhaps it might be worth while to trjr 
if a good fort of Ruin might not be drawn 
|pom it by the Sjil|. There muft aecdj bo 
weal Plenty of thcifc T^'ces^ for they fupply 
the ufual Pirc Wood. Thq Sap njns from it 
by malting a HoIq near the Bottom of the 
Xwik^ ucl the Tree yields beft wheu this 

Ground 
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Ground is corered with Snow^ and there has 
been a Froft over Night. The Seafon for 
Tapping is in February and March. It 
grows upon high Land^ and fuch as is proper 
R>r Fruit Trees. The female Maple has all 
the Qualities of the male, but is of a paler 
Odour, and requires a moifl rich Soil« 

The Wild Chirry^ by fome called the 
Mery Tree^ is found every where with the 
Maple, and other white Woods, and is alfQ 
Ec for Houle UtenfiU. It like wife yields a 
Sapfweetifh like that of the Maple, but goes 
off the Tongue with a difagreeable Bitter- 
nefs. 

The jijh .is met with among the Maples^ 
and is particularly proper for dry CsSk. 
There is alfo a mungrel Afh of the fame Qua- 
lity with the true, and grows only in low 
Land and rich Soil ; as does likewife the third 
Sort called the Baftard AJh^ which is no^ 
thing near fo good Timber as the other 
two. 

Here are reckoned three Sorts of Nut« 
Trees, The hardy tender^ and a third 
with a very delicate Bark. The hard . Sort 
produces a very fmall Nut good to eat, but 
nard of Digeftion. The Wood of this is good 
for nothing elfe but the Fire. The Nut oif 
the fecond fort is of an oval Form^ larger 
than the firft, which is difficult to crack } but 
ihe Kernel is excellent. The Wood of this 
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% not indeed fb fine as. pur Walnut, but it Is 

filmofl incorruptible either upon Land or in 

the Water, and it ftands the Fire too a great 

while before it is corrupted/ The Fruit of 

the third Sort is no bigger than that of the fitfl; 

biit the Tree is a better Bearer. The Ntit is 

of a bitter Tafle^ but has a tender Shell, and 

^ yields abundance of excellent Oil, which ^ 

'-very fweet for burning in Lamps, and for a 

thou&nd other Occafidns. To extract the Oil 

you only bruifc the Nuts, and boil them iii 

■Water, when the Oil riling to the Top ig 

te&dify fcumriied off. This Tree allb yields i 

fiap 6f a- more fugary Tafte than the Maple, 

but it runs ia fmall Qiwintities. This and tlie 

fecond Sbrt afe never tound but upon the beil 

m: : 

The Country abounds with Beecb in all 
Parts : Yoii meet with them as well upon 
fandy Hills, as in loyir Land, and the richeft 
Soil They bear Maft abundantly, the Oil 
of which is well known in England. 

Hete is a Tree called the White fFbod Tree^ 
which is feeh among the Maples and wild 
'Cherry Trees in great Abundance. It oftea 
*gr6ws to a large Size, and very ftreight. 
Planks and Boards are niade of it, and fome-r 
times it is ufed for dry Cafk. It i$ a free eafy 
Wood to work. The Indians cover their 
Huts with the Bark of it. 

The Elm is likewife very commoij hcrCj 
^i)OCh the White and Red Sort^ of which tht 

O "^^^ 
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2^ishardarto;workbiitmpredom^^ The 
^inks-of kU the kivcts are 'Ofuatly fkirted with 

' Among the l^ruit IVces may be reckoned 
{he Ulder and the Service^ and there are 
ittioDg the Buihesand thickeft Woods a grtat 
Number ojf Plumb- Trees, but the Fruit 18 
very four. The ^Vintigar ' Shrub is a foft 
dthy Bu{h» and bears a four Frait of the 
Colour of Bull's Blood ; thefe infufed in Wa-^ 
iter make' a kind of Vinegar. The Pent/ne k 
another Shrub growing on. the Side "bf fosdl 
^treams^ whieh rup dimpling aniong the 
^eadows. It bears -^Bunches of red Berriei^ 
liich are iwry aftrihgent like bur Slou^ 
The Blacky 6r yine o/Mmntof Ida^ is 
found here: The Berries are round like « 
Navel, have fmall Grains like a Grape, and 
the Jmce is black, fweet ai^d very well-re- 
iiihed. The ln£ans dry theni as -we <]o 
jGherries« They are oif -Ufe in the Bloody- 
Flux. The J[ioca is another Fruit, with 
Seeds like an Apple or an Orange, but no 
digger than a Cherry. The Plant creeps 
along the wet Marihes, and produceshs 
Fruit in the Water. This is alfo a hard 
rough Fruit, but makes good Marn^alade^ 

Currants and Goo&berries, Strawberiica 

and Rain>erries, are all Natives of this Coun* 

try i as are alio Hop and CapHUtife, with <a 

^great many Phyfical Plants, as (^fgemm, 

^Pdlctiottf Acomtiiia, ^kdletniBi, i^^nnao- 



Vf^ Bblli^, Sanguis-^Draconls^ Hodifaron^ ^. 
g(Blka, Confolidum^ Fumitory^ and io^ncr 
ot^er^) whoib Virtues aiay be found in tjbe 
Difpeniatories. Here is likewiib a kind q# 
Lychnis^ or Afaron, which bqiides its rn^if. 
cihal Qo^tiesp^ has this UTe^ yovi paX %, 
moderate Nodule t%f tl}« fihrpufi Parts, of thf^ 
Root well peeled mto a Pipe^ of WipQj, ^n^ 
ID three Months it giyesi ^ l^iq|4Qr, a^ e^r. 
cellent Flavpun 

The Cfpreft like wife is found h^9 an4.% 
Idnd of Myrtkj^ called ^on> its Ufe tlj^e C^Or 
dlb-Mj^e. The Oil is d^tradod from. th|B^ 
Berries of this Shrul), by tb^ iai^&f rpoeis as tt . 
rdated in the Oil Nut. n[i|i^ QUy after a, 
ieoond Boillpg^ beconti^ of a. \^^\^ cle^. 
green, and hardens^ in cpdikg. Jt 29 r^t^^ 
too brittle by. itielf^ bpt mi;xed with; a lit^;^ 
l\dlow makes a, bqiutiful Siw^i^a that Ij^u^ 
txc^ding fine. 

W^ter - Creffqs are Indigenosis; , befidei 
which thfr htdlani generally raife IN^ai;? anj 
hnH^n Com, Kidney ^^^ins^, ^opntpiods, witX 
Wat^ apd Muilf;. Mdons. And X ha^ve a|h 
ready taken Notice^ tl^t nothing is. eafiec 
than to raUe alt manobr of^G^rden Stuff. . 

The Winters here are longer and more &- 
vere than in England \ bi}t ^c Stone Quar-- 
rifi9 and Lame Stones, ar^ very fxequent^ with 
whif^ Mateij^i^ 93^ Timber, they may 
boi^ iioufts whjdi (hall be Proof againft 

"^ Oa. the 



the .Weathet without ; and here are-GoaUL. 
enough to make them as warm as they pleaifi 
within. ' ' 

With Regard , to Trade 5 befides all thofc : 
Branches which the Country has in comnioa , 
with New-England^ and which arc too well ^ 
ktiown to require a particiilar Recital, there. ■. 
are three Kinds of Fifli which are chiefly to 
bfc met with in the Gulf of .5/. Lawrence^ 
and efpecially in that Part of it which borders \ 
on the Coafl of Nova Scotia. I mean tbe 
Porpoiff, the Sea-Wolf and the Sea-Conv. i 
The two firft yields great Quantities of a very * 
fine Oil, fit both for Lamps and the. 
Leather-Dreflfer : While frefli, it may be . 
uied in the Kitchen ; it will keep' long clean^ * 
has nb bad Smelly and l^ves no Filth at the . 
Bottom of the: Barrel The Skin of; the 
White Porpoije^ dreflcd and (haved thin 
enough to he tranfparent, makes very good 
Coats and Breeches, . which are faid to be 

uiket-proof. Some of thefe Skins arc » 
eighteen Foot long, to nine in Breadth^ 
which nothing exceeds for covering the . Im^ 
periale of a Coach. The Skin of the Sea^ 
Jrol/lm a Foil upon it, and is very proper 
for covering Trunks, &c. and as a Cover for 
Benches it will oftea out-laft the Wood.. , 
When tanned it is like Morocco Leather, but 
has a ilronger Grain, keeps longer frefli^ *apd if* ^ 
Dot fo apt to peet Shc^ipi .3pots majtbe. j 

made 




made of it, whic:h ' w^I not eafify adbuljt^ 
Water. .. 

The Eea-Cfw is particularly, retnarkabie. 
for her Teeth, twp.of which rifing one oa 
each Side from the Under- Jaw to the Jjsni 
and Thickne^ of a Man's Arro, are very 

Ivory. 

The Pities and Firrs^ and in general all 

the Timber in this Country, excelk that of 

JSew England. The Cod is alfo much better 

in the Winter Seafon, when he may be taken 

in the Harbours, which are rarely froze. The 

Jponntry afibrd^ iii maiiy Places good Brine 

for Salt, efpecially in the Mar{hes between 

Cbedahm3ou and Tetamagoucbe^ by) which 

Means the Fifh will be cured at an eafier 

Charge, and this Colony will be able, with 

proper Induftry, to underfell the French^ 

and make themfelves Mailers of the whole 

Trade of the Streigbts. . , 

Let me add. to this, that as the Profits of 
this Trade will finally center m Great Bri-^ 
tain, by increafing the Confiimption : of the 
Woollen Manufadory, they may be afliired 
of receiving all fuitable Encouragement from, 
their Mother* Kingdom. 

To conclude, if, befides all that has been 
faid, we confider his Majefty's Goodnei^ in 
panting the Seulers Poflefiions by Land fuf- 
hcient for their Welfare, and his Refolution 
to iecure- to them the quiet Enjoyment of 

theia 



vcnvQcnt, and nifing Forts anaGairUoos ia' 
pioper Puts of ihs'Onntry, as allb to pn>- 
ua ikem in the Proftcntion of their TnM 
bfSa, there is all the R«ift«i|it)l» WoU- 
toezpea; that in a finr Ybrs Mw SfHt 
wH become t flouriihiHg and opilpit Qp; 
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p, 32. !• 12. inftead oi Porc-epie^ &c; read 

PoiSiou^ which lies before the Mouth 

' of the Bay of Port-^epis. 
p. 33. L ult. after Ejpagnols add fince called 

Baye des Cbaleurs. 
p. 39. 1. 25.inftead of a Year read two Yeart« 
p. 43. I 25. in (lead of this is one Inflance^ 

read thefe are fome Inftances. 
p. 48. L 16. inflead of which, read when« 
ibid. 1. 25* inilead of River read Rivers. 
P* 53- ^* 3* inftead of Solemnity read Mag* 

nincence. 
p. ^^. 1. 5. inftead of 1727 read 1627. 
p 56. 1. I • inftead of Knighthood read a 

Baronet of Nova Scotia. 
ibid« L 8. inftead of Mr. La Tour read the 

new created Baronet, 
ibid. 1. 24. inftead of Knighthood read the 

new Order of Baronets. 
p. 61.1. 26. inftead of 1632^ after the 

War of Rochelk read 1629, upon the ta^ 

king of Rocbelle by the French. 
p. 64. 1. 6, after the Word aicribed add tOr 
p. 65. 1. 6. dele there, 
ibid. 1. 10. after Commandant read who. 
p. 75i 1. 2. for rule read ruje. 
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